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The Christian 


By Joseph Addison Richards 


IT I here musing ‘mid tremendous things, 
Bursting like shrapnel from guns of the war, 
Peaceful, because of the whispering wings 
That say, as in childhood, “God everywhere”! 


Stand I here fronting the gases of hell, 
Breathed through the world by the father of lies, 
Masked and full armored by truth of God's spell, 
Victor, though fallen, with God I arise. 








Handed Over 


There are no risks in the true Christian life. It 
is an absolutely certain thing from beginning to end. 
For the Christian life is the responsibility of Him 
who is always perfect love, and always omnipotent, 
who knows the end from the beginning, and who can- 
not betray a trust from eternity unto éternity. 
Therefore it is an unfortunate translation that both 
the Authorized Version and the American Standard 
Revision of the Bible have given to.a word that the 
Holy Spirit used to describe those true Christians 
Barnabas and Paul, in Acts 15:26. Our English 
Bibles tell us that these were “men that had hazarded 
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The Greek says no such thing. The word translated 
“hazarded” occurs more than one hundred times in 
the New Testament, and nowhere else is it so trans- 
lated. It is the very common word paradidomi, 
meaning to deliver, give up, yield up, commit, hand 
over, and the like. Thus a prisoner would be deliv- 


ered to a judge; believers were delivered up to perse- 
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cution; a master handed over to his servants certain 
talents to be used; our Lord himself was betrayed, 
handed over, or delivered by Judas into the hands of 
the enemy; one gives his body to be burned; our Lord 
loved us and gave himself for us; “when he suf- 
fered, threatened not; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously.” There is no thought of 
risk or hazard in any of these passages, but simply 
a turning over of one person into the hands of an- 
other. So that passage in Acts reads in the original, 
“Our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men that have 
handed over their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This is real “surrender.” There was 
no risk in it. They had committed themselves to 
Christ; now nothing could separate them from him; 
and (though the word in 2 Timothy 1: 12 is differ- 
ent) they were persuaded that He was able to guard 
that which they had committed unto him against 
that day. Have we passed forever out of all risks 
and: hazards, into the “handed over” life of safety 


in Christ? 
ax 
Waiting for What? 


God’s best blessing is one that we need never 
“wait for,” or put into the future. That best blessing 
is Christ Himself, and having Him every need of 
every moment is sure to be met. 
had known the joy and wonder of accepting Christ 
as his victory had fallen into darkness through fail- 
ure, He knew the way back; he confessed his sin, 
yielded anew and told God that he accepted His 
gift of Christ as his sufficiency. But somehow the 
old joy did not return; he wondered what more he 
should do and how long he would have to wait for 


‘the blessing to return. Then he turned to the Word 


and read this in Psalm 39:7: “And now, Lord, what 
wait I for? My hope is in thee.” “Oh, I see,” he 
exclaimed gladly to himself, “I am waiting for some 
feeling or’ some other manifestation. But it is all 
done. My hope isto be in Him. I will let it rest at 
that.” If you have yielded all to God, and if you 
know that his Word offers Christ as your sufficient 
grace, what are you waiting for? God's set time to 


% 


A Christian who - 


work in giving victory and the fulness of the Spirit is 
always “now.” Future expressions of the Spirit-life 
may safely be left with Him, Only our unbelief is 
a bar to “letting God” now. 


aK 
When Tied Down 


We are never free to do our best unless we are 
tied down. Limitations are not necessarily the things 
that prevent us from doing all that we might. Until 
we are working under conscious limitations we are 
great wasters of time and effort, and we are simply 
running about like truants who are deaf to the school 
bell. The poet whose verse seems to have the freest 
flow of music is the poet who holds himself to the 
challenging limitations of his art, and produces his 
work under that pressure. The woman whose work 
in her home counts for most is not the woman who 
is as free as a child from binding duties, but who is 
tied down by the very nobility of her task to specific 
things that she must do. And the Christian who 
would know the freedom of the life that is Christ’s, 
must first learn the blessed bondage of surrender to 
Christ, in which he discovers the limitations that 
alone lead to freedom in doing God's will. Only 
those who are “tied down” in Christ are truly free. 


x 
Grateful—for What ? 


When God keeps pouring into our lives a steady 
stream of events that we count blessings, we some- 
times lose the fine edge of our gratitude. When the 
stream is halted by what some may think is anything 
but a blessing, then we are tempted to wonder why 
God is changing his attitude toward us. But the 
trouble is that we are so often attempting to define 
blessings in terms of our preferences, and not in 
terms of God’s unfailing love. It is far from safe 
to let gratitude be measured by our notions of what 
we need. Gratitude leaps from our glad hearts 
without measure when we look beyond every event 
of life into the inexhaustible depths of God’s meas- 
ureless love, 


“Try Anything!” 


last two generations which has suffered so little 

discount through the passing of time as the in- 
fluence of Mr. Moody. Nobody ever seems to wish 
he had been different from what he was, nobody ever 
suggests that.it would have been better had he done 
otherwise than he did. All who knew him and felt 
him just look back and think all was well enough as 
it was. He was so wholesome, he was so bubbling- 
over, he depended for his influence on the things that 
are welcome in every generation, and he was not 
identified with much that passes away. With many 
others we say, “His way would not do to-day”; but 
‘with him we could take him back just about as he 
was, and the most critical would hardly feel they 
had gone much beyond that hearty, sweet, and whole- 


"Tisse es has been no Christian influence in these 


*some Christian life. 


Critical university professors could listen to him 
and even have their toes well trod upon as he over- 
stepped into some- of their departments and said 
things they did not stand for. They did not much 
care if he did, and would put up gladly with any 
mistake he made. All that could be settled in due 
time well enough, but no due time or any other time 
would furnish another Moody. They were glad to 
have him there. He was so genuine and real. They 
let him have pretty much his own way. Any mis- 
takes he made could be easily enough corrected, but 
it was no easy matter to get hold of another nature 
like his. Without controversy greats was the mys- 
tery of godliness in his case, and nobody ever felt 
anything but “God bless him.” 

Once when he was talking to a group of divinity 
students they plied him with questions. Divinity 
students are always eagerly interested in how to do it. 
One of them asked Mr. Moody whether he would 


approve of trying such and such a method. And 
promptly and briskly came back the answer, “Of 
course! Try anything.” He never became _hide- 
bound. His Christian life could not become cut-and- 
dried. There was never just one way of doing things, 
and he disarmed men of their timidity by just cheerily 
advising them to try anything that looked likely to do 
any of the work which he loved so well, Everybody 
laughed and relaxed. Somebody else might have 
played the martinet, put a damper on all the young 
men’s precious schemes; but Mr. Moody just gave 
everybody to understand that, do what aey would, 
they were not likely to go much ahead of Christian- 
ity, and when they had done all they could they would 
still be lagging way behind it. 

Try anything! Our best days were when we were 
willing to do it. Our worst are when we scan every- 
thing too narrowly and think it over too long. Many 
of us are not half the use we used to be just because 
we are too wise and resist adventure and are be- 
come suspicious of new enterprises. The things we 
are willing to try are fewer and fewer. We say, 
“The old is better.” A distinguished medical man was 
discussing tie- limits of a doctor’s usefulness and 
said that a doctor could be sure it was beginning to 
decline when he found that he was growing more 
and more reluctant to inquire into new remedies 
and experiments. He might go on perhaps quite a 
while after that, but from that time his growth 
would cease, 

It is pretty annoying, after one has spent a good 
many years trying out a certain process and has at 
last gotten it into a fair degree of working, not to 
be able just to sit down and enjoy the fruits of it for 
a good long season. When that is the best thing you 
have found, it is not wholly welcome to have some 
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one come in and tell you that there is a better, and 
compel you to start all over again. ’ 

Try anything! No matter if we have tried a lot 
and failed. A mother who had tried over and over 
to cure.a child of a certain fault was asked by a 
friend, “How can you go on trying for the twentieth 
time to get that child to stop doing that?” and 
promptly answered, “Because I can’t afford to throw 
away the nineteen times I have already tried it.’ 
These failures of ours may have been bringing us 
closer all the time to our final success. But not try- 
ing never did anything for anybody. _ 

One may see in Mr. Moody’s advice simply the ex- 
uberance of a naturally optimistic spirit, That would 
be too shallow. He was too much of a Christian to 
do things cheaply. Trying new things probably cost 
him dearly. He, too, would have been glad, like 
other men, to rest all upon his pet schemes and chosen 
methods. Many a conflict must have gone into this 
courage. Men sometimes speak skeptically about 
Browning’s hearty optimism, and some think it shal- 
low. Perhaps he got it through not appreciating the 
full weight of the difficulties. But what if he 
achieved it through feeling those difficulties more 
keenly than others? Who knows what his optimism 
cost him? It may have taken the very soul of faith 
for Browning to believe as he did about the ultimate 
triumph of right over wrong. And Moody’s ‘sunny 
outburst is most likely to have come from a soul that 
knew better than most men how many specters daunt 
and. discourage and bid one not make any attempt. 

Try anything! The woman who touched the hem of 
His garment was willing to do it. She alone out of 
all the multitude that thronged Jesus remains real to 
us to-day, but just at the moment no one in the world 
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seemed so much of a nonentity. But she “tried any- 
thing,” and the others did not, and God’s resources 
have looked larger ever since. She had suffered 
many things of many physicians, and the sensible 
thing seemed to be not to try again, or at least not 
to try anything that was not very promising. The 
world would have told the lepers and the blind man 
not to try; but Christ’s whole attitude seemed to 
be to incite men to try anything that looked toward 
the releasing of His power. 

Sometimes we have to shut off all human voices 
and advices and probabilities until we hear only the 
great steady stream of Christ’s earnest words to 
men. They never dissuade us from effort and trust 
toward him. And it may be that the blessedness we 
knew when first we saw the Lord was largely due 
to the frequency with which we then attempted things 
in his name. Many a disappointed Christian experi- 
ence is due to nothing less than that there is hardly 
any experiment in faith or practise that we are mak- 
ing now. When we were making them Christ drew 
near in unexpected intimacies, and “compelled us into 
a thousand intercourses with himself which made 
the journey forever memorable to him and to us.” 

Rut sometimes there creeps over us the atmosphere 
in which we no longer try anything, Then death has 
begun and faith is declining. We may keep up a 
great deal of prayer, but without our efforts God 
may be deprived of the means of answering prayer. 
It is very hard, sometimes, to try the only thing that 
offers—it seems so pitifully inadequate and discour- 
aging—but our best days in the past were the days 
in which we tried whatever was open to us, and that 
will be the story of all the best days we are ever 
to have. 





How to be Saved 


1. In what way was salvation obtained before Jesus 


came? Please trace the history back to the creation. 

2. In what does accepting Jesus consist? 

3. What chance have the heathen without the Gospel? 

I will be glad if you will give brief and plain answers. 
Many thanks for this favor.—A South Carolina Physi- 
cian. 

(1) Salvation was obtained before Jesus came ex- 
actly as it is obtained since Jesus came: by faith in 
God. Men could no more be saved by their own 
good works in Old Testament times than they can 
to-day. “For what saith the scripture? And Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness. . . . Ta him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is reckoned for righteousness” (Rom. 4: 3-5). In 
the very Garden of Eden, as soon as man needed a 
Saviour because of his fall in sin, God foreshad- 
owed the atoning work of his Son Jesus Christ and 
the actual shedding of his blood that was going to 
occur centuries later, when “Jehovah God made for 
Adam and for his wife coats of skins, and clothed 
them” (Gen. 3: 2r). This was the first animal sacri- 
fice. It stood for the death of Christ, and for the 
clothing of naked, sinning mankind with that which 
alone can clothe them acceptably in the presence of 
God, the robe of righteousness, which is Christ him- 
self: this was God’s eternal and foreordained plan 
of salvation, the only way: faith in “the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 

(2) Accepting Jesus Christ consists of this: rec- 
ognizing that we need a Saviour, and accepting Jesus 
as that Saviour, by simple faith in God’s Word. Two 
pamphlets that will help in one’s fuller understanding 
of this are the following: “What Is It to Believe on 
Jesus?” by I, M. Haldeman, D.D.; and “Is the Life 
or Death of Jesus the More Important?” by Charles 
G. Trumbull (both these pamphlets may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company at the rate of 
2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen copiés, or $1 per hun- 
dred, postpaid). 

(3) There is.only one way of salvation, and Jesus 
Christ is that way. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6), -“And in none 
other is there salyation: for neither is there any 
other name under heaven, that is given among men, 
wherein we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). ‘“Whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they believe in him 
whom .they have not heard? and how shall they 
hear .without a preacher? and how shall they preach, 
except they be sent? even as it is written, How beau- 
tiful are the feet of them that bring glad tidings of 
good things!” (Rom. 10: 13-15.) This is the an- 
swer of God’s Word as to the condition of the 
heathen without the Gospel. A reverent and search- 


ing study of the question is given by Henry W. 
Frost in a pamphlet entitled, “The Spiritual Condi- 





tion of the Heathen” (published by the China Inland 
Mission, 237 West School Lane, Germantown, Phila- 
delphia, or 507 Church Street, Toronto, Canada; 3 
cents each, or 30 cents a dozen copies). 


—<— 
Why Did God Choose the Jews? 
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premium is wholly on God’s love, on God’s strength 
“made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). So we 
can cry out with the Apostle Paul, with joy and 
amazement, abandoning all attempt to understand our 
glorious God: “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and the knowledge of God! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways past tracing out! 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who 
hath been his counsellor? or who hath first given to 
him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
For of him, and through him, and unto him, are all 
things. To.him be the glory for ever. Amen” 
(Rom. 11: 33-36). 
a 


The Evolution of the Word “ Catholic” 


A friend came to me some time ago with these ques- 
tions: What is the difference between “Catholic,” 
“Holy Catholic,” and “Roman Catholic’? Was Christ 
a “Holy Catholic’’? 

I went to several encyclopedias, but found that they 
presupposed a fund of information which I lack. Will 
you kindly answer these questions for me, and refer me 
to such sources as are open to other than theologians ?— 
A New Jersey Woman. 


The word Catholic is not found in the Scriptures. 
From the eighth century onwards manuscripts are 
found which classify the Epistles of Peter, James, 
1 John, and Jude as “Catholic Epistles”; but this is 
not found in the early manuscripts. 

The first authentic mention of “the Catholic Church” 
occurs in Tertullian, who died about A. D. 220. He 


- and other opponents of the Gnostics use it to con- 


In Mr. Pettingill’s article on “Why Is the Jew the . 


Keystone of the World?” in The Sunday School Times 
of October 6, the explanation of Deuteronomy 7: 7, 8 is 
not satisfying. To my mind the meaning is simply this: 
God’s choice of Israel was not based on their greatness. 
This was proved by the fact that they were “the fewest 
of all peoples.” Hence God could not, and therefore 
“did not set his love” upon them on account of their 
national greatness, but, in spite of their lack on this 
line, he loved them. This “fewest,” weakest of the 
nations could therefore have no ground for boasting. 
God chooses the weak things that “no flesh may glory 
in his presence” (1 Cor. 1: 27-29).—A Virginia Reader. 


God does not always explain why he does things. 
It is our privilege to trust him absolutely without any 
explanation. And, as Dean Pettingill pointed out in 
his notable article on the Jews, God gives us no real 
reason for his choice of the Jews “to be a people for 
his own possession, above all peoples that are upon 
the face of the earth” (Deut. 7:6). God simply de- 
clares that he did thus favor Israel. 

The passage about which the Virginia reader 
writes, and upon which Mr. Pettingill had commented, 
is as follows: “Jehovah did not set his love upon 
you, nor choose you, because ye were more in num- 
ber than any people; for ye were the fewest of any 
peoples: but because Jehovah loveth you, and be- 
cause he would keep the oath which he sware unto 
your fathers, hath Jehovah brought you out with a 
mighty hand,-and redeemed you out of the house of 
bondage” (Deut. 7: 7, 8). 

A careful reading of this passage shows one that 
God distinctly refrains from stating that the small- 
ness and insignificance of Israel was his reason for 
loving and choosing them. He says that he did not 
love and choose because they were a great people, but 
he does not say that he loved and chose them be- 
cause they were the fewest of peoples. He mentions 
their smallness to counteract any mistaken idea that 
they were chosen because they were great. But when 
it comes to the real reason for his love, he simply 
does not state it! As Mr. Pettingill said in his com- 
ment on that passage in Deuteronomy: “I have a 
friend who says that that reads like ‘a woman’s rea- 
son’—He loves them because He loves them. But 
what can we expect? Love never stops to explain 
herself ; perhaps love cannot be explained. Yet how 
thankful we are that love is, and that God is love!” 

God loves to pour out his love upon the unlovable, 
and upon those who lack every qualification for being 
loved. But let us not make the mistake of saying that 
even unlovableness or smallness or insignificance is 
the real reason for God’s love. The Bible does not 
Say so. There is no premium on weakness; ‘the 


trast the churches which held the doctrines taught by 
our Lord and: his Apostles, with sects in various 
localities which tried to improve upon the Gospel by 
mixing it with Greek or Oriental philosophies. From 
them it passed into “the Apostles’ Creed,” which 
dates from this time, and which gave fixity and cur- 
rency to this designation of the Church, especially 
after the General Councils brought into clearer con- 
sciousness the agreement of Christians generally in 
doctrine, 

When the East and West went apart in the eleventh 
century, the Western or Latin Church made its claim 
to be “the Catholic Church,” while the Eastern or 
Greek Church took especially the name “the Ortho- 
dox Church,” which it still retains. 

The Reformation of the sixteenth century sepa- 
rated the peoples of several countries from obedience 
to the Roman See, and organized them as national 
churches, using each their own language in worship 
and developing national peculiarities in Church 
usages. This led the Latin Church to lay a new 
emphasis upon its claim to be the Catholic Church, 
transcending all national boundaries and usages, and 
using the same Latin language everywhere. The 
Protestants proclaimed their membership in a still 
broader Catholic Church, which embraced all the 
saints and the saved of every land and time, raised 
above boundaries of Church discipline and govern- 
ment of any one form. To meet this claim the Latin 
Church in its Council of Trent added the title 
Roman. Hence Roman Catholic Church, or more 
fully “the Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic 
Church.” And this addition was again sanctioned by 
the Council of the Vatican (1870) in spite of pro- 
tests. Protestants claim that Roman and Catholic 
are contradictory terms, as the former sets a local 
term*to the Church, while the latter affirms uni- 


versality. 
— 
Should We “Keep Tab’ on God? 


Do you think it a good plan to keep a card-index of 
special intercessions, and when the prayer is answered 
make a note of it on your card—and in some cases, 
where you think it would help, send it to the person 
whom you have been remembering? 

Do you think it dishonors God by making it appear as 
though you were keeping tab on him and making it a 
sort of a business arrangement? 

Is it wise to tell friends you are praying for them? 
Is there not a subtle danger of self-righteousness?—A 
Pennsylvania Reader. 


Keeping tab on God is just what he wants us to do 
and what he actually invites us to do. What else 
than that can he mean when he says, “Prove me now 
herewith.” We ought always to do the things that 
please Him, and one of these things may be to keep 
a card-index of prayers answered. The windows of 
heaven might remain longer thrown open for out- 
poured blessings into our lives, if we thus kept tab. 
Let us get away from the idea that there are any 
details in a Christian’s life too insignificant for God 
to be interested in. 

One trouble with our prayer life is that it is too 
slipshod, too happy-go-lucky, and not sufficiently 
“a business arrangement,” systematic and thorough- 
going, : 

One must of course .use tact and common sense in 
telling a friend that he is being prayed for; it is 
possible to tell him at the wrong time and in a wrong 
way. But usually men appreciate a prayer interest 
in ‘their soul’s welfare, and telling them of it may 
serve to arouse them to their need of being saved. 
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Ought the Jews to Have Palestine ? 


By the Rev. A. E. Thompson 


Who else can establish title b 
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HETHER the Jews should have Palestine is 
Wee an academic problem, nor a sentimental 
consideration; it is a moral issue. It is a 
right, a justly legal claim that we are considering. 
Nor is it one which can be considered coldly. It has 
passed from the sphere of the Speculative into the 
realm of present politics and international affairs. 
Once it was a theme chiefly in prophetic conferences. 
Now it is a problem for kings and diplomats. No 
longer is it confined to Zionist propaganda and mi- 
nority Christian organs. It has come to its own in 
our popular magazines and our great opinion-con- 
trolling daily press. Nor is it in America that it is 
most living. The statesmen, the strategists, and the 
assemblies of Europe have spoken on the question. 
Djamal Pasha, Commander-in-Chief of the Turkish 
army in Syria, said two years ago that the Jew in 
Palestine was a menace to the empire and must go. 
Quite recently he is reported as declaring. that the 
Armenian policy of extermination will be applied to 
the Jew. j 
The question resolves into two questions. 
Should the Jew have a home, a Fatherland? 
second, Should that home be Palestine? 


Should the Jews Have a Home? 


Who has not been moved by Edward Everett Hale’s 
story, “A Man Without a Country,” till he forgot 
to ask whether it were fiction or fact? If our judg- 
ment answers to the appeal of our heart that a man 
without a country is an-anomaly, what must be our 
decision about a nation without a home? Byron 
answers for us: 

“Tribes of the wandering foot and weary breast, 
When shall ye fly away and rest? 
The wild bird has a nest, the fox a cave, 
Mankind a country, Israel but the grave.” 


First, 
And 


In face of the declaration of President Wilscn and 
the attitude of this nation in harmony with its allies, 
Great Britain and France, as to the rights of small 
nations, who will dare to deny the Jewish nation a 
place under the sun? 

But are the Jews a nation? The President of an 
American college questioned this in a recent discus- 
sion. Yet the Jews are the purest-blooded race in 
the world, They have more distinctive social customs 
than any other. They are of the most marked men- 
tal type. Their physiognomy betrays them anywhere. 
Every gesticulation proclaims the Jew. They stand 
almost alone to-day in the preservation of an ancient 
mark of nationality—a religion that is theirs and 
‘theirs only. The great empires have risen, ruled, and 
perished. Proud nations have been amalgamated 
with their friends and foes. The Jew has persisted, 
an entity, a people apart, dwelling alone, exclusive 
and excluded. We scoff at “hyphenated Americags.” 
The phrase expresses our scorn of double allegiance. 
Yet among us, as in the midst of every nation, is a 
people whose nationality is preserved in their tribal 
name. The American Jew, the Turkish Jew, the Rus- 
sian Jew—everywhere the son of Jacob is recognized. 
He alone without offense may link his national name 
with that of his adopted land, for he only is a home- 
less nation, a people without political organization. 

If the Jews are in every sense a nation, who will 
deny to them these rights of self-government in a 
land recognized as their own? 

“When the Most High gave to the nations their 

inheritance, 

When he separated the children of men, 

He set the bounds of the. peoples 

According to the number of the children of 
Israel” (Deut. 32: 8), 


who shall now deny them a place among those na- 
com aaa then by divine will yielded precedence to 
em 


Shall Their Home Be in Palestine? 


To establish a title we must prove that there is no 
prior and superior claim. Can this be done with ref- 
erence to our problem? If it can, our question is 
answered in the affirmative. If it cannot, we shall 
have to seek some other land for this homeless 
people. 

If we were to attempt to find another home for the 
Jews, in what quarter could we look for unoccupied 
territory? The Canadian prairies, the plains of 
Argentina, the fertile valley of Mesopotamia, and 
the East African Coast have all been suggested. But 
a title to any one of these could be secured only by 
a quit claim deed from the people who now possess 
it, or by the right of might—the conquest of the ter- 
ritory by some overweening champion. That any one 
of these regions will be surrendered willingly to the 
Jew is altogether unlikely.~ To dispossess the people 


It is the argument of a lawyer, is it not, even if 
it is prese by a preacher—this masterly 
plea that the title to Palestine belongs to the 
Jew? Just how much British gains in Pales- 
tine to-day may have to do with ultimate Jewish 
possession may not be said, but at any rate the 
War Office in London, on November 21, 1917, 
announced that the British army under General 
Allenby is within five miles of Jerusalem. A 
London Times-Public Ledger Service dispatch 
says the inhabitants of the land are welcoming 
the British occupation with its freedom from 
Turkish oppression. The writer of this article 
was in Jerusalem as a missionary from 1903 to 
1914, as Superintendent of the Mission of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance there. He is 
Pastor of the American Church at Jerusalem. 
The article is being put in booklet form by the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance Publishing 
Company, 692 Eighth Avenue, New York City, 
and may be ordered from them at 10 cents a 
copy, $1 a dozen copies, $2 for 25, and $6.75 
for 100, postpaid in each case. 








who hold these or any other lands by a valid national 
title would be to wrong one nation in order to rec- 
tify the wrong of another. 

Some one is saying that this disproves the right of 
the Jew to Palestine. Why dispossess the present 
tenants to give the Jew a home? We reply that if 
the present tenants had a valid claim, the law of God 
and nations would say that such claim must be rec- 
ognized. 

Who then are the claimants? The Turk is its over- 
lord, but who is the Turk? A few centuries ago he 
was unknown in the Levant as he was in Europe. 
His home was in the heart of Asia. With unsheathed 
saber he swept down to the southwest, conquering the 
highlands of Armenia, the fertile valley of the Eu- 
phrates, the hills of Lebanon, Palestine, the great 
peninsula of Asia Minor, and much..of southeastern 
Europe. He wrested his empire from the Saracen, 
embraced his religion, usurping both political and re- 
ligious prerogatives, His right to a vast empire 
stretching from Persia to Morocco and Austria was 
solely one of conquest. He never colonized. Pales- 
tine. There are no resident Turks in the Holy Land 
to-day except ever-changing officials and officers. By 
misrule, corruption, stagnation, and oppression he has 
forfeited any claim of conquest. To-day he is bent 
on the extermination of its inhabitants. Mankind 
unites in the judgment: “The Turk must go.” 

There is a stronger claim. Palestine is sparsely 
populated by people who regard it as theirs. 
are these residents, and what is their claim? 

On the outskirts are the roving Bedouin, who 
neither have nor make serious claim to the country 
except the right to range over uncultivated border 
lands. These descendants of the other sons of Abra- 
ham and Isaac had, and still hold, lands to the south- 
east. The so-called Syrians constitute the settled 
residents. It is their native land. They bitterly re- 
sent the suggestion that it is still the Land of Israel. 
Recently one of our brightest young men, a graduate 
of the Syrian Protestant College in Beyrout, a mis- 
sion school teacher and now a post-graduate student 
in Boston University, said to me, “If the English 
give Palestine to the Jews, we will fight the English.” 
Remember that, apart from the Jewish question, he 
like other Syrians would hail British occupation. 

The claim of these Syrians is unquestionably a 
Strong one. Even though they are a mixed race, an 
amalgam of the ancient Canaanites and all their con- 
querors since the days of Joshua; even though they 
speak an adopted language, and never have had an 
independent national existence with a. constituted 
government,—yet they have certain rights in the land 
of their fathers. Under a restored Israel they could 
have citizenship with rights and privileges which they 
have never yet enjoyed. They have nothing to lose 
and everything to gain by the passing of the Turk 
and the coming of the Jew. They would not be sub- 
jects but citizens, and for the time being, at least, 
in the majority. 

Long since some one recognized the strange and 
unique phenomena of 


“A land without a people, 
A people without a land.” 


The land is Palestine. The people is Israel. What 
more natural than to unite them. The moral prob- 
lems involved in our question would be solved. A 
homeless. nation would -be given a home, and no 


Who . 


constituted nation would be dispossessed. The ques- 
tion is answered, 

Yet our case is not finished. It is scarcely opened. 
It is a question of title, and we have not searched 
the archives. The Jew himself appeals on the ground 
of a recorded deed to’ Palestine. Remember that 
validity depends on a properly issued and recorded 
title, on conditions of proprietorship, on the length 
of tenure, on freedom from encumbrances, and on 
the survival of the heirs. Let us search the Jew’s 
title. 


What Are the Title Deeds? 


“Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country ... into the land that I will show thee. 
And I will make of thee a great nation. ... And 
Jehovah appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land” (Gen. 12:1, 2, 7). That 
is the original deed. 

“And Jehovah said unto Abram, after that Lot 
was separated from him, Lift up thine eyes, and 
look ... for all the land which thou seest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. Arise, walk 
through the land ... for unto thee will I give it” 
(Gen, 13:14-17). That is an exclusive and per- 
petual right. 

“Thy seed shall be sojourners in a land that is 
not theirs... . . And in the fourth generation they 
shall come hither again; for the iniquity of the 
Amorite is not yet full” (Gen. 15:13-16). That 
states the time of taking possession and disposes of 
any prior claim. On moral grounds the Amorite lost 
his title. Therefore the Syrian has no claim on 
Palestine on the ground of descent from the Canaan- 
ites. 

“And when Abram was ninety years old and ‘nine, 
Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said . . . I will es- 
tablish my covenant between me and thee and thy 
seed after thee throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to 
thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to 
thy seed after thee, the land of thy sojournings, all 
the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; 
and I will be their God... . As for Ishmael, . . . I 
will make him a great nation. But my covenant will 
I establish with Isaac” (Gen. 17: 1, 7, 8, 20,21). That 
narrows the inheritance, excluding Ishmael and his 
Moslem descendants. 

“And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac. 
But unto the sons of the concubines . . . Abraham 
gave gifts; and he sent them away from Isaac his 
son, while he yet lived, eastward, into the east coun- 
try” (Gen. 25:5, 6). That excludes every one but 
Isaac from the Canaan inheritance. 

“And Jacob said, Sell me first thy birthright. And 
Esau said, Behold, I am about to die: and what 
profit shall the birthright do to me? And Jacob 
said, Swear to me first; and he sware unto him; and 
he sold his birthright unto Jacob” (Gen. 25: 31-33). 
That excludes the Edomites and narrows the claim to 
Jacob and his heirs. 

“Jehovah spake unto Joshua the son of Nun,... 
Saying, Moses my servant is dead; now therefore 
arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
unto the land which I do give to them, even to the 
children of Israel” (Josh. 1:1, 2). That is one of 
* aa records of a direct recognition of the national 
title. 

These are only extracts. They might be extended 
greatly. Where else can a title be found so ancient, 
so exclusive, so carefully guarded in its phrasing? 
There is nowhere any condition stated on which the 
heirs can lose the inheritance finally. It is true that 
any generation might lose it temporarily through dis- 
obedienée to Jehovah. But it is also recorded in the 
archives that when a generation repented they would 
be restored (Deut. 29:22 to 30:5). This was ful- 
filled to the letter in the Babylonian Captivity and the 
Restoration. 


Do the Jews Still Hold the Title? 


Did the Jewish rejection of Christ annul the title 
to Palestine? To the devout Christian at least this 
is the crux of the question. Several replies, any one 
of which is a sufficient answer, can be given. 

1. When Jehovah gave the title to Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Moses, Joshua, and David, he knew that they 
would reject Jesus, but he did not qualify the title. 

2. There is a distinct assertion that Jehovah will 
chasten the Jew with the utmost severity, but in every 
place where this is stated, restoration is assured. 

3. There is the promise of a restoration from a 
second dispersion (Isa. 11: 11-16). This dispersion, 
or diaspora, which has lasted nineteen centuries, was 
foretold both before and after the Captivity, and the 
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assurance was given that while the ordinances of 
the sun, moon, and stars remain, the nation and the 
covenant with the nation would endure (Jer. 31: 
35-40). 

4. In the first Christian Council James quotes the 
prophecy of restoration found in Amos 9: 11-15, and 
locates the order of events from his day to the end. 
He declares that the taking out of a people from the 
Gentiles will be followed by the restoration of Israel 
and that, in turn, by the extension of the knowledge 
of God to all nations (Acts 15: 14-18). James does 
not even hint that Amos’ restoration prediction is to 
be qualified. 


5. In his argument on the Jewish Question in the 
epistle to the Romans Paul asks, “Did God cast off 
his people?” and answers, “God forbid” (Rom. 11:1). 
He declares that they will be “grafted in again on 
their own olive tree”; that their blindness, of which 
Isaiah prophesied (Isa. 6: 9-13), is only “Until the 
fulness of the Gentiles is come in”; that “the gifts 
and callings of God are not repented of”; and that 
“There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer ; he shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob; and this is my 
covenant unto them when I shall take away their 
sins” (Rom. 11: 17-29). 


6. On the cross our Lord Jesus prayed, “Father, for- 
give them; for they know not what they do.” Peter 
said, “Brethren, I know that in ignorance ye did it, as 
did also your rulers” (Acts 3:17). Paul writes to the 
Gentile Corinthian Church, “Had they known it, they 
would aot have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 
2:8). Jesus sets a time limit to the distresses of the 
Jews and the desolations of the Land in his predic- 
tion, they “shall be led captive into all nations; and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 
21: 24). 

A keen thinker said that he would be forced to 
accept the conclusion to which all this brings us if 
he could adopt the interpretation. Now, no one de- 
nies that the writers intended their words to be 
taken literally. We do not need to prove that a 
literal interpretation is justifiable. He who objects 
must sustain his objection. And he has an impos- 
sible task. For we are dealing with records having 
a legal bearing, and with promises that were direct 
and definite. Legal documents cannot be_ inter- 
preted figuratively. History is not written in con- 
vertible terms. Covenants do not permit of the sub- 
stitution of parties to it. It is a breach of all canons 
of interpretation to read “Church” for “Israel,” 
“Heaven” for “Canaan,” and to interpret spiritually 
what is manifestly earthly. He who would apply such 
methods to profane literature would be laughed to 
scorn. Nor can the Christian apologist afford to 
forget that he bases his evidence of the Messiahship 
of Jesus on our method of interpretation; and that 
if he disclaims the right to interpret restoration 
prophecy as it is written, the Jew may well reject a 
literal application of Messianic prophecy to Jesus. 


The Final Evidence for the Jew 


There remains one evidence that at once answers 
our question and proves that our interpretation is 
correct. It does more. It disposes of the sneer 
at the source from which we_claim title for the Jew. 
Moses gave a test of true prophecy, which is surely 
satisfactory to the skeptical. It is simple: “Does 
the thing come to pass?” (Deut. 18:22.) Apply this 
test. The Captivity and the Restoration were fore- 
told. The present diaspora, even to its details of 
disaster to the Holy City, desolations of the Land, 
and dispersion among all nations, was predicted. The 
length of the judgment, the events of its crises in 
beginning and end, the signs of its close and the 
manner of its ending, were all described. We can 
trace the process in history and we can mark the 
progress of restoration in current events. 

Note only a few of these. A century ago there 
were less than five thousand Jews in Palestine, poor, 
downtrcdden, and insignificant. When the present 
war broke out in 1914 Jerusalem was a Jewish city; 
forty agricultural colonies were dotted over the 
country; Jewish capital was being used in -develop- 
ment; the Hebrew language was being restored as 
common speech; schools, colleges, hospitals, asylums, 
and industries had been established; business and 
trades as well as commerce were passing rapidly into 
their hands; and, more significant still, every ship 
that dropped anchor was freighted with Jews and 
bore away a living load of Syrians. All this in the 
face of determined opposition to Jewish coloniza- 
tion on the part of the Turk! Back of it all was a 
turning of the heart of the Jew homeward that found 
expression in Zionism and similar societies. Nor 
should we overlook the emancipation of the Jew in 
many lands, and the consequent rise to power in all 
the nations, so that he has become a potent factor in 
political, social, educational, religious, and com- 
mercial life throughout the world. 

Then came the War. Jewish intellect, capital, and 
courage played a remarkable part. The Jew has 
suffered more than any nation save the Armenian; 
and not even the Armenian has fought his brother 
on every battle line as have the Jews. But in the 
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War the Jew is coming to his own. His demand for 
national recognition and his claim upon Palestine 
have been recognized by the great leaders in strategy 
and diplomacy in almost every great nation. The 
Anglo-Saxon press on both sides of the water, taking 
for granted that Jewish restoration is essential, 
openly discusses the advisability of an American pro- 
tectorate of the new state. a are compelling 
the issue, and the Covenant of God to Israel seems 
about to be fulfilled. The Promised Land, desolate 
before the war, seems about to be left the ruins of 
a furrowed battlefield, prepared for Isaiah’s vision 
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of restoration when “The wilderness-and the soli- 
tary place shall be glad for them, and the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 

Yes, the Jews are a nation. They should have a 
home. There is one land on which no nation has a 
claim. It was given to their fathers by irrevocable 
deed, They lost it through rejection of their suffer- 
ing, redeeming Messiah. The time of their chas- 
tisement is almost over. Events are swiftly moving 
toward their restoration. The Jews ought to have, 
and will have, Palestine soon. - 








A Christmas Adventure 


When a little girl from Boredom took a tip from the shopgirls 
By Annie Hamilton Donnell 
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6 ERE I am, Grandie!” 
H The voice was refreshing and gay, like the 
tall young creature it belonged to. 

“Claudia Darling!” 

The new voice was actually animated,—and when 
had Cynthia Swan’s voice been animated before! 
She was not really “Grandie” but Step-Grandie to 
this pink and white apparition in the doorway. Ap- 
parition was the word, for what but a ghost-grand- 
girl could be turning up like this without warning 
or bidding! 

“She isn’t glad to seé me, Grandie isn’t,” solilo- 
quized the ghost-girl. “But I’m not going back— 
I’m going to stay!” 

“Claudia, you witch, cOme here and kiss me and 
tell me what you’re doing in the city this time 0’ 
year. Of course I’m glad to see you! Sit in that 
chair—now begin.” : 

“Merrily I rolled along—rolled along,’” chanted 
Claudia, “in a Pullman. I came in search of advgn- 
ture, lady dear,—will you give me an adventure? 
For a Christmas gift? I was so bored! ‘Mother,’ I 
said, ‘give me your blessing and let me go to 
Grandie’s.’ And mother gave me her bless——” 

“You didn’t come alone!” The elder voice was 
shocked. For this dainty young creature laughing 
up out of the big easy chair was one of the shielded 
of “ earth, the chaperoned and hedged in and pro- 
tected. 

“’Deedy, no,” sighed Claudia, who longed to do 
things alone, “I came with the minister’s wife, who 
was coming up to shop—if you call coming in another 
car ‘coming with’! She wouldn’t take a chair and 
Mother said I must. Of course, though, I was 
safer,” laughed Claudia, “with her aboard the train! 
Never a thing happened to me.” 

Suddenly the girl sprang up and flung her dainty 
silken and frilled length at the older woman’s feet. 
Her cheek rubbed Grandie’s knees. 

“That’s the matter—nothing ever does happen to 
me!” she sighed. “That’s what I came for,—after a 
‘happen’! I’ve got my Christmas check from Father 
and I’m going to ‘shop’ for an adventure! ‘Do your 
Christmas shopping early!’” 

The older woman’s knees thrilled at the soft rub- 
bing of Claudia’s cheek; Step-Grandie was very fond 
of the child. But the crazy little thing, to find fault 
with her lot! To want anything better! 

“Last year,” went on Claudia, “I bought a fluffy, 
goldy gown with Father’s present, and year before, 
a darling little amethyst pendant and—and—what did 
I get year before that? Oh, yes, a little duck of a 
wrist-watch. But I never, nev-er bought an adven- 
ture! Something I never dreamed of or expected to 
—you’ve got to help me, Grandie. Or no, no, I’d love 
to get it alone! Just that would be an adventure. 
Mother said whatever you did with me would be all 
right—you send me a-shopping all alone, Grandie! 
Haven’t you got a very important engagement this 
afternoon ?” 

Cynthia Swan laughed outright; not at all the usual 
languid Cynthia-Swan smile. The child was waking 
her up already! 

“Well, we’ll see—we’ll see.” 

“Oh, do!” coaxed the child, rubbing hard. “If you 
knew how tired I get of things! Same everyday, 
same every-year things!” 

“Well, I can do as much as this for you, my dear; 
I can drop you at Yocum’s to-morrow on my way to 
my morning club, and then call for you later on in 
the forenoon. Yocum’s is very select; you ought to 
be able to spend your Christmas money there! We'll 
meet—say, at the Grill Room, sixth floor, at—say, 
one o’clock. How will that suit your bored young 
majesty? Nobody could stay bored at Yocum’s! 
We'll have a darling little luncheon together after 
I come back; their luncheons are ‘adventures’ in 
themselves, my dear. A pot of wonderful tea, a bit 
of lobster and a sweetbread—toasted English muf- 
fins, jam, sherbet. Three dollars, please, and a tip! 
How’s that?” 

“Lovely!” smiled Claudia, but it was her lips that 


smiled; in her heart she was not thrilled. She had 
so often tea-ed like that with Mother at some lesser 
but as expensive “Yocum’s.” How could it be an 
adventure? It was adventure she yearned for— 
something that would not bore her. 

“Well,” she admitted to herself with a little sigh, 
“it will be rather an adventure to be ‘dropped’— 
just dropped! No one ever dropped me before.” 

Yocum’s was selectly small compared with many 
of the huge and ordinary department stores of the 
city. Yet it seemed huge enough as a place to be 
‘dropped’ into! to suddenly find oneself alone in, 
among hundreds of other people. Claudia actually 
felt the beginnings of thrills—was actually un- 
bored. If this wasn’t an adventure it anyway was a 
near-one, and she would make the most of it. She 
would proceed, alone and unadvised and unhindered, 
to buy that Christmas gift from Father. Nice 
Father! Suddenly she remembered what a nice fat 
check it was that he had given her—why hadn’t she 
kissed him when he did it? Had Father expected 
her to? Of course she had said, ‘You are a dear!’ 
but Father was a little hard of hearing—he would 
have surely ‘heard’ the kiss. She never had kissed 
Father much—nor Mother. She hadn’t been a kiss- 
ing daughter—gracious, why should she think of that 
now, here in this crowd of select Yocum patrons! 

Claudia was an only child of parents already near- 
ing’ middle life before her arrival. She had begun 
her luxurious, guarded, and cherished existence as a 
tiny queen, expecting to receive rather than to be- 
stow caresses. Father and Mother had been from 
the beginning a little in awe of their queen, but how 
they had worshiped at her little throne! 

Right now, here in this crowd, Claudia had a 
vision of Mother’s face when coming to Grand- 
mother’s for Christmas had been decided upon— 
when her erratic young majesty had suddenly taken 
the notion to come. Mother had looked—lonesome! 

Claudia, with the distinct effect of brushing aside 
rememberings and visions, started resolutely down 
one of the aisles of this wondrous fairyland. For an 
hour—two hours—she wandered from gorgeousness 
to gorgeousness, unable to decide on the loveliest-of- 
all. She must have that. 

The crowds increased as noon approached, and the 
harassed shop-girls struggled with them, getting 
sharp-tongued and flushed. Occasional blunders were 
made that annoyed the patrons of Fairyland exceed- 
ingly. Claudia found herself annoyed. How unpleas- 
ant clerks were! Kept you waiting—patronized you! 
“This lady came first’—“In a minute, I’m doing the 
best I can”’—regarded you with a lofty take-it-or- 
leave-it air. Why were such unpleasant creatures 
allowed to wait upon, or not wait upon you? Queen 
Claudia reared her haughty young head and sailed 
away from them. She was tired and very hungry 
and there was still an hour to wait before Grandie 
came. She dropped into the only seat she could 
find, which was in what appeared to be a cloak-room; 
the cloaks hung thickly all about it were clerk-cloaks, 
she decided from their shabby smartness and frank 
cheapness of texture. But the seat she had espied 
through the half-drawn curtain was a seat and she 
needn’t look at the coats. 

At stroke of twelve came hurrying a little van- 
guard of clerks, crowding by Claudia, snatching at 
their own particular pieces of shabby smartness, jab- 
bing pins through terrible little hats, all talking at 
once. 

“T never was so tired!” 

“My feet,—somebody pity ’em!” 

“No, pity mine!” 

“Girls, I’d died if lunchtime hadn’t come just that 
minute! Honest—dropped in my tracks!” 

“Come on—come on. I’ve got just strength enough 
to get to the Automat.” 

Automat—the word caught Claudia’s attention. It 
was an alien word,—a word not in her own vocab- 
ulary. But she knew what it meant. She had read 
and heard of those funny lunch-places where you go 


(Continued on page 694) 
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Seeking Victory in Mid-Winter 


‘ The forthcoming Victorious Life Conference recalls incidents of the meeting at Princeton 





Life Conference at Princeton, N. J.; has a habit 
of overflowing its banks, making greenery to 
show in the fields. Many have written since the Con- 
ference was held at Princeton last July of blessing 
assed on through their Having attended, The Mid- 
inter Victorious Life Conference will be held in 
the Second United Presbyterian Church of Philadel- 
phia, January 4-7, 1918, as announced more fully else- 
where upon this page. The announcement brings to 
mind many blessed memories of the July Conference 
at Princeton. 


| Pez the Nile River in Egypt, the Victorious 


How a Young Scholar Let Go and Let God 


A BRILLIANT young university graduate who for 
the past year had been a teacher of the Bible in a 
small college came toward the close of the Conference. 
For seven years he had struggled with intellectual 
doubts about various Bible problems. In his classes 
he had taught the Bible as the very Word of God, 
but toward the end of the school year the old ques- 
tions came back with redoubled force. He wanted 
with all his heart to believe in the “verbal inspira- 
tion” of Scripture, but his intellect would not per- 
mit him to do it. He had read several of the great 
conservative books on the Bible, and their arguments 
more often irritated than convinced him. He decided 
that he must take-a stand against that view of the 
Bible, and was convinced that he could do so with 
complete loyalty to Christ, whonf he knew as his 
Saviour and as the Son of.God. Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
in his morning Bible period each day at Princeton, 
treated the great fundamentals of the Faith, and 
among these were wonderfully illuminating studies 
of the Bible as a revelation and as a verbally inspired 
Book. But these lectures came earlier in the week 
and the young Bible teacher did not- hear them. 
The first effect of the Conference was to make him 
thoroughly miserable, and when he came to one of 
the leaders for an interview, he confessed that there 
was some real need in his life, though he did not 
know what it was and would not have admitted he had 
a need when he came to the Conference. Indeed, he 
had not come to the leader for personal help, but to 
ask him if he would come out to his college to give 
talks on the Victorious Life. When he admitted his 
need his friend pinned him down to the question as 
to whether God promised fo meet that need. He 
‘presented his problem about verbal inspiration, and 
his friend suggested that he put the question entirely 
aside, putting it and all other needs upon Christ. He 
did just that. He surrendered his intellect. His 
questions on the Bible were not answered. But the 
living God was in his heart with new power, and the 
whole question took on a different aspect. He saw 
the real abyss toward which he had been heading, in 
magnifying the fanious leaders in the Christian 
church who have discarded many of the old paths. 
It was a marvelous discovery to him that one verse, 
Philippians 4:19, could mean so much to him per- 
sonally, and he had a real taste of turning the Bible 
into life. His heart is at peace now and God has 
restored a clearer intellect for him to see through 
difficulties that before have been dark. 

Above all other impressions of the 1917 Confer- 
ence that which has gone with all the delegates is 
that Christ Himself was exalted. Always it was the 
Person who was presented as the secret of victory. 
Little stress was laid upon the ‘difficult questions of 
just how God’s Spirit operates in Christians to give 
them victory over sin. The glorious fact that He 
holds before us the promise of victory in every 
temptation was emphasized, and the way of appro- 
priating it is always through surrender and faith. 


ye 
That Literature Room in the Gym 


i Conference book room started back in 1914, 
with the provision of mission study books and a 
few leaflets on the Victorious Life. The next year 
a real literature room was opened in the big gym- 
wasium room of Princetu.s Seminary. So eager were 
delegates to get Victorious Life and other literature 
that the Conference leaders began to pray that the 
Lord would send them some one to develop this 
department. 

Meanwhile the Lord had been dealing with a busi- 
ness man in Philadelphia, and starting him in the 
Christian Life Literature business. About six years 


ago he came into a revolutionizing experience that 
changed his life from that of a defeated Christian 
into such glorious victory that he was seized with 
a great desire to tell other Christians about it. He 


published in The Sunday School Times a little state- 
ment entitled “For Defeated Christians,” and said 
that if any reader wanted free literature on the Vic- 
torious Life he should address the Christian Life 
Literature Fund at a certain address in Philadelphia. 

From almost every state in the Union and several 
provinces in Canada the layman began to get letters 
from ministers and from people in all walks of life, 
hungry for victory. He had his own business during 
the day, but sat. up nights writing letters to these 
hungry Christians and sending them literature. From 
this beginning the work grew until this business man 
was kept up till the small hours every morning. He 
began to pray that the Lord would relieve him of 
business cares so that he could give his full time to 
the service. ‘ 

It was this man, Oliver R. Heinze, whom the Con- 
ference Board of Managers asked to take charge of 
the literature department for the 1916 Conference. 
One of the results of this new departure was the 

thering together of the now famous packages of 
ictorious Life Leaflets, some twenty of the best 
leaflets giving the truths of the victory in Christ, 
which Mr. Heinze gathered together and began to 
sell at a reduced rate. 

So manifest was God’s blessing upon the book 
room at the 1916 Conference, that Mr. Heinze was 








The Coming Mid -Winter Conference 





HE mid-winter session of the Victorious Life 
Conference of Princeton, New Jersey, will be 
held in Philadelphia, January 4 to 7, 1918. The open- 
ing address will be made Friday evening by Charles 
G. Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times. 
Robert C. McQuilkin, General Secretary, will pre- 
side over all the services, and other speakers will be 


- the Rev. Dr. W. B. Anderson, Secretary of the United 


Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, and the Rev. 
Professor W. H, Griffith Thomas, of Wycliffe Col- 
lege, Toronto, Canada. 

The meetings will be held in the Second United 
Presbyterian Church, on Race Street between Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth Streets, Philadelphia, Pa., five 
minutes’ walk from the Broad Street Station, Penn- 
sylvania Railroad. On Saturday and Monday there 
will be two sessions in the morning, the first for Bible 
study, led by Dr. Griffith Thomas, and the second 
period on missions, led by some of the missionaries 
who have been at Princeton Conference. At three 
o’clock on the afternoons of Saturday and Monday, 
Mr. Trumbull will lead a one-hour meeting on the 
‘Victorious Life message, which will be followed by 
a seeker’s meeting. ‘There will be meetings every night. 

Sunday morning and evening the services at the 
Second Church will be in charge of the Conference 
speakers, and several other churches throughout the 
city will open their pulpits to Conference speakers. 
There will be a mass meeting Sunday afternoon, ad- 
dressed by .Dr. Griffith Thomas. 

There will be a literature table at the mid-winter 
Conference, in charge of Oliver R. Heinze, who was 
in charge of the literature department of the Vic- 
torious Life Conference at Princeton. At the table 
may be secured “Victory in Christ,” the Victorious 
Life Conference book of 1916, and a package of 
Victorious Life literature, including “The Life That 
Wins,” “Is Victory Earned or a Gift?” Mrs. Ralph 
C. Norton’s booklet, Just Himself,” and Mrs. Alice 
C. McClure’s ‘An American Girl’s Struggle and Sur- 
render.” 

The enrolment fee will be fifty cents. Those in- 
tending to enrol should send their names and ad- 
dresses on a postal card, to Victorious Life Confer- 
ence, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. The enrol- 
ment fee should not be sent, however, at this time 
or to this address, but will be collected at the church 
where the Conference is held. 

There are a number of good hotels near to the 
Conference, and those planning to come might also 
write about rates to the Y. M. C, A., at 1421 Arch 
Street, the Y. W. C. A., Eighteenth and Arch Streets, 
or the Young Friends’ Association, Fifteenth and 
Cherry Streets, Philadelphia. 

Those coming to the Conference will be interested 
to know that the Philadelphia School of the Bible 
Conference will join with the Victorious Life Con- 
ference in the mass meeting which is to be addressed 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas, at the Second United Pres- 
byterian Church, on Sunday afternoon. The School 
of the Bible Conference runs from January 7 to 11, 
1918, with Rev. B. B. Sutcliffe, of the Moody Bible 
Institute, as the teacher. 


definitely led to give up his business and step out on 
faith, trusting the Lord for support, as he pressed 
forward in this new work. 

At the last Conference, in 1917, the book room had 
so developed that Mr. Heinze had to use three as- 
sistants in carrying on the work. Among notable 
additions to the stock was the “Victory in Christ” 
volume, which originally was published with the idea 
of selling at least five hundred copies, and which has 
now gone through three editions, nearly six thousand 
copies having been sold. 

But perhaps the most striking of all these develop- 
ments was the opening of the way for Mr. Heinze 
to secure a splendid room in one of Philadelphia’s 
up-to-date office buildings. 

This work of Mr. Heinze’s has really carried on the 
message of the Conference right through the year, 
and it seers clearly of the Lord’s leading that the 
need developed for a central Philadelphia office for 
the Victorious Life Conference, that the Board of 
Managers decided to share with Mr. Heinze his large 
room. In that room now each week are held two 
prayer-meetings where Conference members are free 
to come, and Mr. Heinze’s desire is that it may in- 
creasingly become a prayer center of power. 

The choicest inspirational books and pamphlets by 
the leading teachers of the present time are on Mr. 
Heinze’s shelves, on the Victorious Life and kindred 
subjects, that would include prayer, soul-winning, the 
Lord’s coming, and corrective literature to combat 
present-day modern heresies. “Just Himself,” by 
Mrs. R. C. Norton (3 cents each, 30 cents a dozen), 
“If it Isn’t Easy it Isn’t Good” (2 cents each, 15 cents 
a dozen), are two of the most popular leaflets. In- 
formation as to particular books, or as to the Vic- 
torious Life may be had upon inquiry of Oliver R. 
Heinze, Christian Life Literature Fund, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia. 


When the Managers took Soundings 


R, GOFORTH precipitated two avalanches. His 

story. of confessions in the Korean revival and his 
other story of answered prayer on the part of native 
Christians in China were overwhelming in their 
avalanche of intensity. 

Time fails to tell the details of the Korean revival 
as he related them—of how native Christians rose at 
four o’clock in the morning and crowded chapels that 
had no stoves when the temperature was around zero, 
in order to pray and confess; of how men and 
women walked forty or fifty or one hundred miles 
to prayer-meeting; of giving sacrificially. 

One of the Board of Managers of the Princeton 
Conference, as he extricated himself from the wreck- 
age after this avalanche recital of confession, said: 

“I went down on every count!” 

And the others echoed: 

“So did I!” 


se 


On Mrs. Hodge’s Tombstone 


ASSING by the newer granite headstones with 

their air of solidity, one can easily tell the older 
part of Princeton’s beautiful City of the Dead by the 
long low graves overlaid with the old-time flat marble 
stones. Here rest the ashes of some of Princeton’s 
famous theologians of former days, and their fami- 
lies, One of these marble slabs marked the grave of 
the Rev. Charles Hodge, D.D., and another was 
“Sacred to the memory of Sarah Bache,” the wife 
of Dr. Hodge. It bore a beautiful _ inscription, 
in which affection and good taste were blended from 
a scholarly pen. “A devoted wife and mother, she 
lived in love and died in faith,” the tribute said. 
There was more, but it ended this ‘way: 

“We tenderly lay her away here to gather strength 
and beauty for the coming of the Lord.” 

I was glad that Charles Hodge put that on his 
wife’s tombstone. I remember a big black book in an 
old manse library. It had no pictures in it, and no 
stories like the books bound in green cloth, “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” and D’Aubigne’s History of the 
Reformation. The thick undergrowth of its theo- 
logical verbiage, so to speak, did not invite childish 
incursions into its pages. ‘But father liked it and 
used it—that black-bound volume with the gilt letters, 
“Commentary on Romans, by Charles Hodge.” 

I was glad to see now, as I stood meditating and 
musing in the old cemetery, that Charles Hodge loved 
the Lord’s appearing enongh to put that inscription 
over his wite’s grave. I fancied myself following 
hard upon the thoughts of the great theologian about 
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the resurrection body, its “strength and beauty” 
clothed over the old natural body. I could think 
forward to the voice of the archangel and the trump 
of God, when Abraham should reach out an arm to 
arouse his Sarah in the cave of Machpelah, and 
Charles Hodge should do the same for his Sarah 
under those oid marble slabs in Princeton’s cemetery. 
The King’s daughters shall surely be all glorious 
within in that day. 

ve 


“Of Whom the World Was Not Worthy” 


}ALLowse memories hover about Princeton. The 
mission study groups this year were taught in four 
class rooms on the first floor of Stuart Hall. On the 
wall in the large hall into which they opened is a 
bronze tablet in commemoration of the missionary 
martyrs of Princeton Seminary. Think of the in- 
spiration the missionary teachers of these groups 
received as they passed every day this tablet: 


Of these the world was not worthy: 


WALTER MACON LOWRIE Class of 1840 
Thrown overboard by pirates in the 
China Sea 1847 


OHN EDGAR FREEMAN Class of 1838 
OBERT McMULLIN Class of 1853 
Who with their wives were shot 
by the order of 
Nana Sahib 1857 at Cawnpore India 
LEVI JANVIER Class of 1840 
Stabbed by a Sikh Fanatic at 
Lodiana India 


ISIDOR LOEWENTHAL 1864 = Class of 1854 
Shot accidentally or by design 
at Peshawur India 


JOHN ROGERS PEALL Class of 1905 
Killed with his wife by a mob 
at Lien Chou China 1905 


“FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH” 
te 


A Prayer Miracle at the Conference 


UST as he was about to leave at the latter end of 

the Conference, one of the missionary teachers 

‘told this story to a member of the Board of Man- 
agers: He had been praying that the Lord might 
.give him at this Conference the $500 needed for his 
passage money back to his mission field to which he 
was soon to return. Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday passed, and the prayer was 
not answered. 

This leader had arranged to leave the Conference 
on Thursday to meet an important engagement. - He 
was to catch an early afternoon train, and had sent 
a boy to the station with his bag. As he came into 
the Board of Managers’ meeting, just before start- 
ing, he found the Board considering the question of 
his taking the night meeting. The leader scheduled 
for the evening had sent word she was ill. He 
agreed, and a runner was sent to overtake the boy 
with ‘the bag. 

During the afternoon of that Thursday a woman 
approached this missionary on the grounds, and 
handed him a check for $100, saying that his messages 
had interested her in his work. “This,” thought he to 
himself, “is the beginning of the answer to my prayer 
for my passage money.” He was rather expecting 
things that afternoon from the Lord, but nothing 
else came until he was about to leave Miller Chapel 
at the end of his wonderfully helpful night address. 
Then the same woman who had given him the $100 
check called him aside and asked him if he would 
give her back the check, As he did so, she handed 
him another, saying the Lord had spoken to her 
during the afternoon and told her that the first check 
was not enough. The check she handed him in ex- 
change was for $500! 


5) 
When the Chimes Interpreted 


HERE is a witchery, a spell, a charm, a “flavor 

of antiquity,” an atmosphere of the schools, about 
Princeton that is irresistible. There is always cool- 
ness under the great trees on the campus. Addison 
Raws’ consecrated cornet at the open-air testimony 
meeting in the late afternoon usually starts a vesper 
service among the birds. All the time-honored insti- 
tutions of University and Seminary and town seem 
to get in tune for the Conference when it comes, At 
the remarkable Say-So meeting, which closed the 
Conference on the last Sunday afternoon, running 
for almost four hours, a buzzing aeroplane from an 
army aviation camp near by flew over the open-air 
gathering, and then, turning slowly, started back to 
the camp. As the whir of its aerial propeller was 
becoming fainter in the high air, the versatile and 
tuneful chimes in the tower of the Episcopal Church 
just over the way from the Seminary campus broke 
out upon the evening stillness: 

“Jesus calls us o’er the tumult 
Of our life’s wild restless sea.” 
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A Christmas Adventure 
(Continued from page 692) 


round putting nickels into slots and taking out things 
to eat from little white cupboards. Collecting your 
dinner from slot to slot! She’d always longed to 
try it. Here was her chance to do it! She could 
follow these girls 

Adventure! Adventure! Claudia sprang to her 
feet, no longer tired. She hurried away in the wake 
of the clerks—keeping one especially gay little hat 
anxiously in sight. Where that hat went would she 
go! She would explore the thrilly, new field of an 





Automat. ts 


It was already full of good-natured, hungry people, 
jostling each other in continuous lines about the long 
room. In the center were many neat tables appar- 
ently all in use. But the girls Claudia was following 
had sharp and experienced sight. 

“There’s an empty one—quick! 
give me your money, you two. 
into nickels.” 

“That’s right, Jess,—let Mame get ’em. We'll go 
hold down the table. I’m goin’ to sit if I never eat! 
Sittin’ will feed me!” 

The girl, Jess, held up four fingers gaily. “Beef- 
steak pie for one!” she chanted, “and coffee. I’m 
going to have a regular dinner to-day! That’s what 
I told myself back there in the store, to keep myself 
running. ‘Beefsteak pie—beefsteak pie,’ I said to 
Jess Jones. It’s gone up, too, worse luck,—only 
used to be two nickels and many’s four little hunks 
o’ beef in it, too! Well, there’ll be lots o’ gravy 
to-day !” 

The two girls, waiting for “Mame” and the 
nickels, had dropped heavily down at the vacant 
table. They took no notice of Queen Claudia, who 
took the fourth seat. She wished to look about her 
a little before making that first tour of the slots and 
the little white cupboards. It—it looked a bit for- 
midable! 

“This is an adventure!” thought Claudia delight- 
edly. Unconsciously to herself the- constant chatter 
of her tablemates began to take definite meaning. 
Claudia began to be definitely interested in it. 

“What you going to have, Mame? Mercy, we’re 
right in front of the Starving Belgian Babies again! 
You know, girls, that tin box with a slit in it always 
gets in our wa 3 

“I know. There’s a girl next counter to mine says 
that bony little kid in the picture reminds her of her 
little brother once when her father was out of a job 
and they were awful poor—awful. She says she 
can’t bear that. picture—girls, that girl’s given up 
eating lunches.” 

“Given up—what! You don’t mean ever?” 


“es I do. She’s saving her nickels for—that,” 
pointing to the box with the slit in it and the 
petition above it: 
Belgian Babies.” 

“Mame !—honest ?” 

“Honest. And, say, she’s getting thin, that girl is.” 

There was a momentary cessation of the chatter. 
Then Jess spoke slowly. 

“I know a girl that’s given.’em her spats—the 
Belgian Babies, I mean.” 

“Spats !—babies !” 

Jess laughed, but a little shakily. “She was savin’ 
up to get tan ones to match her skirt—well, she 
didn’t get ’em; the Babies did.” 

“Oh, I see—I see,” murmured Mame. Her eyes 
sought the petition and the picture of the tiny lean 
one. Claudia’s gaze, too, sought that little picture. 

The third girl who was neither Mame nor Jess 
suddenly got to her feet. “Well, I’m sure I pity 
em,” she said, “I know what it is to be starving! 
I’m going to have my lunch. You better be thinking 
about yours; first you know, it will be time to ring 
up at Yocum’s.” 

She was off into the busy line at the room’s edge. 
The other two girls followed her, but Jess came 
back to the table and spoke to Claudia. 

“Say, you in a hurry? If you ain’t, maybe you'll 
sit here till we get back with our trays. An’ tell 
anybody that tries to sit down here that this table’s 
engaged. I mean, if you ain’t in any hurry——” 

“No, no indeed! I mean yes, indeed!” smiled 
Claudia, “I'll stay. I can as well as not.” 

“Thanks awfully,” and the girl hurried away. 
Claudia followed her with her eyes, saw her pick up 
a tray and then lost her in the shifting line. She 
had a nice face, Claudia was thinking. So had 
“Mame” and the other nameless one. How tired 
they all looked! If their feet ached as much as her 
own—Claudia knew they must ache far, far worse. 

“Mine are only make-believing,” thought she. 
“You can see how theirs ache in their faces. That 
sounds funny, but you can. It must be dreadful to 
Stand all day long.” A curious sympathy for clerk- 
girls was creeping into Claudia’s heart. Poor clerks! 
she had never thought “poor clerks” before. 

Claudia saw something else that the Jess-girl did, but 
the Jess-girl did not know she saw. It was done hur- 


Run for it! Here; 
I'll get it changed 





“Drop in 3 cents for the Starving 


riedly, with an odd little effect of stealth. The Jess- 
girl slipped up to the Starving Belgian Babies and 
dropped something into the tin box, balancing her 
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tray in one hand meanwhile. It was rather an empty 
tray and balancing was not hard. 

All three trays were rather empty. Each girl pre- 
tended not to see the others’ though Jess muttered 
an apology for her own. 

“Beefsteak pies ain’t much of anything but gravy 
now’days—I ain’t going to be cheated! Sandwiches 
are about all that’s the same as ever.” 

There was no coffee on Mame’s tray—Mame’s! 
Jess noted but quickly looked away. 

“Oh, but isn’t it grand to sit! I don’t feel as if I 
ever wanted to stand up again in my life!” 

“Me, either. Yocum’s ‘ll give us back our stools 
again after, Christmas—Christmas! Honest, girls, 
what’s that mean to you?” 

“Means lyin’ awake most all night wishin’ ’twas 
Fourth o’ July! 
women ether side my counter could sleep in my bed! 
=, suppose I’ll live through Christmas, I always 
1ave. 

“T always have till this one!” ‘ 

They got up and trailed away on their stiff feet. 
Mame turned at the door and came hurrying back 
as far as the Babies. It was her beloved cup of 
coffee she dropped through the slit in the Babies’ box. 


LAUDIA found a tray and made her own round of 

the funny little cupboards. She felt curiously happy 
as if over some inward plan. The adventure of the 
slots and little white closets delighted her; she de- 
layed luxuriously over her choice and, back at her 
table, ate enjoyingly. It was a wonder—actually a 
wonder—what a nice luncheon you could get for 
twenty cents! And ‘beefsteak pies were not all gravy! 
Claudia felt a great desire to share hers with the 
Jess-girl; a new respect and regard for all the Jess- 
girls grew within her. 

Going out, Claudia stopped at the Babies’ box and 
studied carefully an address on the printed petition; 
she did not drop anything in through the slit in the 
box. The pinched face of the little pictured Thin 
One affected Claudia’s throat strangely. She re- 
membered the girl at the next counter whom it re- 
minded of a thin little brother; she thought of the 
girl’s own dinnerlessness. Claudia was remember- 
ing and thinking of many things. 

She returned to Yocum’s and hurried up to the 
luxurious Waiting Room where there were ink and 
pens. Claudia had use for ink and pens. She wrote 
her own name carefully and neatly on the back of a 
slip of paper which she took from her little silver 
mesh bag. The paper she put into one of Yocum’s 
smart little envelopes and the smart -envelope she 
carefully addressed and stamped with a lucky stamp 
from her bag. Consulting her wrist-watch she found 
there was but six minutes to Grandie’s coming; but 
six minutes judiciously and expeditiously spent can 
accomplish the mailing of a smart little letter. That 
done, Claudia sought Yocum’s Grill, sixth floor. She 
was there, patiently waiting when her grandmother 
arrived ! 

“Oh, you’re here—well, so am I, my dear! 
tell me. Found your Christmas present yet? 
look as if you had.” 

“IT have! And my adventure, Grandie! Both of 
’em. There were cunning little doors into cunning 
little cupboards—in the Adventure! And slots you 
dropped nickels into and knobs you turned and— 
beefsteak pies. I was so hungry, Grandie, I couldn’t 
wait for you—you going to scold? It was a very 
good beefsteak pie and not all gravy at all——” 

“Claudia Darling, are you crazy!” 

“A JO’M,” returned Claudia demurely. “Nor hun- 

gry either, But Pll sit with you while you eat 
your luncheon, Grandie; I don’t suppose you’d want 
an Adventure Lunch, would you? Honestly, a real 
nice one for twenty—anyway twenty-five cents. 
Then you could subtract twenty-five from a dollar 
and a half—didn’t you say it might be three dollars 
for us both, here?—and drop the dollar and a quarter 
into the Belgian Babies’ box! I don’t suppose, 
Grandie——” 

“You certainly are crazy, but crazy folks have to 
be humored. Safety first!” smiled Grandie. She was 
very fond of this particular crazy person, and, more 
than that, Grandie too loved adventure. Of course 
the child meant the Automat, with her tale of nickels 
and slots. Oh, well, an Automat could not be deadly 
for once. 

“Lead on!” declaimed Grandie oracularly, gaily. 
And the Adventure was all to do over again. They 
were two girls together, with the Claudia-girl putting 
on great airs and doing the honors of the place with 
delightful dignity. At the Adventure’s ending the 
Starving Belgian Babies were fed according to 
Claudia’s “example” in subtraction. 

“Grandie,” the girl said with a soft little sobering 
of her gay mood, “Grandie, you are dear! love 
you and I’ve had a beautiful visit! But now that 
I’ve had my Adventure and—and found my Christ- 
mas present, I must go home. To-night, Grandie, 
the minister’s wife is going to-night. You see, there’s 
something I’ve got to do. It’s—it’s important, hon- 
estly. I’ve got to be home to do it. Christmas eve of 

She .did not say that it was to kiss Mother and 
kiss Father, on their dear lonesome faces. 
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Is Belgium to Evangelize the Latin 


The significance of the conversion of Congo Belge officials, and of 
other late missionary developments, as seen from the Watch Tower 


Races ? 
By Howard A. Banks 
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a man lay down his life for his friends.’ I 
had only one prayer and love before, to lay 
down my life for my country and my friends. Now 
I am praying the Lord to, at least, accept me as His 
tool. Yes, I pray Him to allow me to lay down my 
life for Him; for His own sake, more great and 
divine even than for my country’s and friends’ sake.” 
This is a message-from Captain R. U. G. A. Bohez, 
a Belgian official of the Congo, to Inland Africa, the 
organ of the Africa Inland Mission, and is dated at 
Dolo on July 5, 1917. Captain Bohez was led to 
Christ by Fred Lanning and John G. Buijse, of the 
Africa Inland Mission in the Congo. 

The conversion of Belgian soldiers in Europe has 
been one of the remarkable and significant develop- 
ments of the World War. Commenting upon this 
fact in connection with the work of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph C. Norton, whose ministry to Belgian soldiers 
has resulted in the raising up of a number of re- 
markable “trench apostles,” Henry W. Frost, Director 
for North America of the China Inland Mission, said 
recently : ~~ 

“As I believe the Koreans are to be the evangelists 
of the Orient, who are to carry the missionary zeal 
through that entire Eastern country, so I am con- 
vinced that the Belgians are to become the evangelists 
and missionaries to carry the Gospel story to the 
Latin races of Europe and possibly the Latin races 
of the world. And besides this, it seems they too 
will become the missionaries of the Congo.” 

At the time Mr. Frost made this statement, he did 
not know of the conversion of Captain Bohez in the 
Congo itself. Since his conversion Captain Bohez 
has led a comrade, another influential Government 
official, to Christ. The story of Captain Bohez’s con- 
version is told by Mr. Lanning, writing from 
Kasengu Station, Mahagi, Congo Belge: 

“Captain Bohez arrived at Kasengu on June 1, 1917, 
on his way to meet other officials who were on safari 
{journey of exploration] near the lake [Albert Ny- 
anza]. He intended to depart early the next morning, 
but late that evening received word that the other 
officials were coming toward Kasengu, and so he 
waited for them here. He told us that he had stood 
at the head of his classes in his school days, He is 
a very earnest, thoughtful young man, twenty-three 
years of age. 

“We were talking with him about the conditions 
in the world and of the future and mentioned the 
return to the world of Jesus Christ. It was a new 
thought to him. In fact, I believe he said that he 
had never heard of it before. He at once became 
greatly interested in the subject. He had no Bible, 
so we gave him one and every day we read it with 


666 Gaes love hath no man than this, that 


him. As we were reading with him from the 20th 


of Revelation he inquired about the book of life, and 
each day his interest increased as we read the Word. 

“The other officials arrived two days later, and 
eventually departed, but Captain Bohez went alone 
toward our other mission station at Ara. I gave 
him before he left several of the Moody Colportage 
Library books, which he promised to read. He ar- 
rived at Ara and Mr. Buijse continued to deal with 
him. On Sunday afternoon, June 10, while they were 
out walking, Mr. Buijse brought him to definite de- 
cision as they kneeled on the hillside. 

“The Captain wept like a child as he confessed his 
sins and asked for salvation. And with the simple 
faith of a child he received the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour. Later in the evening of that same day 
Mr. Buijse was talking with him about the Holy 
Spirit and the Captain said if .there was anything 
more to be had he wanted it, and again bowed in 
prayer, and with the same simple faith received the 
Holy Spirit into his life. 

“While here the last time he spoke to the na- 
tives in our service with them, gave his testimony 
and urged them all to accept Jesus as their Saviour.” 


ye 
One of China’s Worst Floods 


“7TSHE floods have been terrible,” writes Dr. 
Frances Heath, of the Sleeper Davis Hospital 
at Peking, under date of October 10, 1917, to her 
parents in Philadelphia. “The Yellow, Hun, and 
Paotingfu rivers all took it in their heads to change 
their courses and they have flooded the Grand Canal, 
which, in turn, overflowed its banks, leaving 15,000 
square miles absolutely submerged,—as large a ter- 
ritory as from Philadelphia to Washington and as 
broad as from Philadelphia to Lancaster. The suf- 
fering is unspeakable, and the conditions impossible 
to imagine. It is the worst in two hundred years. 
“The latest news is that the Grand Canal has 


—— 


broken in two more places, and that Shantung is be- 
ing flooded. Harvests were good there—the best in 
years—but the floods are destroying everything.” 

“The cause of the flood,” writes Richard Ritter, of 
the Peking Y. M. C. A., son of. Philip Ritter, of New 
York City, under date of October 7, is that the Yel- 
low River has changed its course and is now flowing 
through where Tientsin was. It has adopted the 
Grand Canal as its new bed for a distance, then has 
switched off, not many miles south of Peking, into 
the channel which it formerly occupied many years 
ago, and on which Tientsin has been built, so that 
Tientsin, as a city, is probably done for forever. 

“It is just as if the Hudson should suddenly 
change its course and spread through the middle of 
Brooklyn. But it is worse than that, for, though 
Tientsin is probably as large as Brooklyn, in addition 
to Tientsin. itself, there are 20,000 square miles of 
open country under from two to twelve feet of water. 
Just think what that means—a district of 200 miles 
long and 100 miies broad, or its equivalent. 

“And in that immense district, hardly a house left 
standing, for these Chinese country houses are almost 
all of mud, and even the brick ones (having mud for 
mortar) often collapse in a heavy rain. All these 
houses are gone, the people homeless or dead, fami- 
lies separated, starving; and no really efficiency aid 
organization working. The Y. M. C. A., missions, 
churches, and governments (national, provincial, and 
municipal) have combined to form a relief organi- 
zation, but nothing much has been done yet, except 
to provide work for 20,000 men making holes in the 
dikes of the Grand Canal, which will relieve Tientsin 





On the Missionary Firing Line 


Women’s Work for Women in China.—On September 14 
the staff of the Young Women’s Christian Association in 
China was increased by the arrival of fifteen new Secre- 
taries. The securing of this substantial and significant 
increase in staff was the main task of Miss Grace L. Cop- 
pock, National Secretary for China, on a recent short fur- 
lough in the United States. Their arrival means the open- 
ing up of new work in several centers for Chinese women. 
—Chinese Recorder. 


In the Interest of Leper Work.—In an endeavor to 
strengthen its work and conserve thorough prayer the in- 
terest which has been aroused, the Mission to Lepers, with 
headquarters in Boston, and which is now represented in 
Philadelphia by Miss Kate P. McKean, will hold a series 
of monthly meetings beginning in January, on the second 
Thursday in every month at 2 P. M., at 219 Witherspoon 
Building, for prayer, conference, and popular consideration 
of some phases of the leper problem. 


Dr. Zwemer’s Visit to China.—“‘The grave relations of 
Great Britain to Islam” are indicated by the article con- 
tributed by Dr. S. M. Zwemer to the October-Chinese Re- 
corder, which is a “Moslem Number.” It is entitled “A 
New Spirit Toward a New Moslem World.” This is but 
one’ of many evidences that Dr. Zwemer’s recent visit to 
China, when he spoke at cohferences at Kuling, Chikung- 
shan, Peitaho, and Chefoo, has aroused a new interest in 
and zeal for the evangelization of Chinese Moslems. The 
Mohammedan population of China is found largely in the 
five provinces of Honan, Shensi, Kansu, Yunnan, and 
Chihli. Home boards will be asked by a strong new com- 
mittee under the China Continuation Committee to send out 
to these fields men with a knowledge of Arabic. 


Coming to Know the Wonderful Father.—‘One of the 
maids of the Khan’s home at Jabrabad learned the Lord’s 
Prayer in a couple of days, and was so happy at the 
thought of having a Father in Heaven, that when she spoke 
of coming to Kirmanshah, and I asked her if she had any 
people there, she said, ‘I have my Father in Heaven wher- 
ever I go, so what do I need of other people?’” This is a 
statement from a letter of Mrs. Blanche W. Stead, in which 
she says that when the Russians took over the city of 
Kirmanshah, Persia, in 1916, the Presbyterian missionaries 
had a splendid opportunity to preach to the many Chaldean 
Catholic women aad children who took refuge with them. 
Alim Khanum, of Dizgaron, who manages five villages, now 
claims before everybody to be a Christian and has or- 
dered a hearing for Mrs. Stead in all her villages. 


The Y. M. C. A. Facing Opportunity and Menace.—“Our 
ten’ workers in the evangelistic group,” writes Sherwood 
Eddy to The Sunday School Times, “divided into five teams, 
have already carried the Gospel message to over 250,000 
of the British and American troops. The fifty college men 
that I took over from Princeton and’ Northwestern have 
made good in the local huts. . . . I spent a month in each 
of the three big base camps at Havre, Rouen, and Etaple, 
with several hundred thousand men. I had a thrilling 
time up at the battle front. I also visited the American 
troops of General Pershing’s force. We took up with 
General Pershing the great moral menace which is con- 
fronting our men in France where the conditions are in- 
describable. . . . The French army has suddenly thrown 
open wide its doors to the work of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, and 125 huts were being rapidly erected 
when I left. The Russian and Italian armies are now 
Opening also.” ‘ 


somewhat, but jeopardize thousands more square 
miles of farm land! 

“The American Board Mission, I heard this morn- 
ing, is in eight feet of water, and five or six mission 
schools have closed. We had one refugee, a teacher 
in one of these schools, at lunch to-day. She is 
going back to America, for she thinks her school is 
definitely and permanently disbanded, and she thinks 
she can help the sufferers more by going to America 
to raise funds than by staying here, These coolies 
can’t buy new houses whenever they want to. Enough 
of them freeze to death every winter as it is, even 
when they have living quarters. Our Y. M. C. A. is 
going to send a committee down this week to see 
what can be done from the Peking end of the line, 
and I expect to go with it. There is room for 
almost any contribution, personal or financial, no 
matter how small it may be.” 


ve 
Among Bandits in Shantung 


“ NE bullet came through the bottom of our boat 
and struck a Chinese passenger, killing him in- 

stantly.”. Thus wrote William E, Winter, of Yih- 
sien, China, of the Presbyterian Board, in a letter 
dated last July. He was describing a thrilling ex- 
perience with bandits in Shantung. These marauders 
were taking advantage of the lawless conditions inci- 
dent upon the recent unstable conditions in China. 

The missionary and his party were going from 
Ichowfu to his station by water. In the course of 
the day they found themselves under. fire from a 
party of looters three-quarters of a mile away, who 
were firing on a ferryboat full of Chinese. The mis- 
sionaries and all the passengers fell flat upon the 
bottom of the.boat, but, although it was a covered 
boat, this single Chinese passenger was killed by one 
of the dozen bullets which struck the vessel. 

“Several times during the lull in the firing I got 
out on top of the boat and called them to stop, as 
there were foreigners on board,” says the mission- 
ary, “but they only replied by another volley.” It 
was with difficulty that Mr. Winter restrained the 
boatmen from landing and surrendering. They 
finally landed on the far side and secured the pro- 
tection of a General and band of soldiers. 


ye 
Has the Arabs’ Renaissance Begun ? 
S EVERYTHING Near-Eastern to have a renais- 


sance after the war? Is Solomon-like splendor, 
which so awed Sheba’s Queen, again to adorn Jeru- 
salem? Is the ancient glory of Bagdad, which en- 
tranced us when we read the Arabian Nights Enter- 
tainments, to shine forth again? Certainly develop- 
ments in the Near-East have “created a new state 
of mind among the Arabs, and revived in them old 
but -latent aspirations,” according to Al-Hilal, the 
leading Arabic monthly of Cairo. 

The Literary Digest says, “The smashing defeat of 
the Turkish forces at Ramadie,. in Mesopotamia, is 
hailed by the Arabic press with peans of joy, and it 
is regarded as consolidating the capture of Bagdad 
and rendering that historic city the undisputed and 
permanent possession of the ‘Holy Alliance,’ as the 
Arab papers term the Entente. .. . Another sign of 
the Arab renaissance, we are told, is the undisputed 
success of the new kingdom of the Hejaz, founded 
by the Grand Sherif of Mecca, himself a descendant 
of the Prophet, who since his revolt against the Turks 
has conducted a campaign against them, driving them 
almost completely out of Western Arabia.” 

The Moslem press of Egypt, which was until the 
beginning of the war a Turkish province, and which 
always recognizes the Sultan of Turkey as the re- 
ligious head of Islam, is now strongly criticizing all 
that is Turkish and Ottoman, According to Al-Hilal: 

“The width of the Tigris at Bagdad is about 700 
feet, four-fifths of the city being on the eastern bank. 
Its population is differently estimated at from 75,000 
to 200,000, but the most correct estimate would be 
midway between the two extremes. Two+thirds are 
of Moslems, most of the rest being Jews. Bagdad 
was a great commercial center before the opening of 
the Suez Canal.” 

The leaders of missionary efterprise among the 
Mohammedans are watching these remarkable devel- 
opments, and are even now preparing to take the 
fullest advantage of them. During the coming year 
Dr. Charles R. Watson, President of the Uni- 
versity of Cairo, and others, will have a series of 
articles in The Sunday School Times pointing out the 
need, ‘the opportunity, and plans of campaign. No 
heathen religion has been so tremendously affected 
by the World War as Islam. 
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LESSON I. 


The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

SK the class: How much of your life has con- 
Asses of Sabbaths, or Sundays? Get them to 

figure on it a little, with pencil and paper, ac- 
cording to the age of each one, following the sug- 
gestion of the Illustration Round Table (5). Then, 
when each has discovered the total amount of his 
“Sabbath wealth” (such as “two years” for a four- 
teen-year-old, etc.), have them all seriously consider 
how wisely they have invested this Sabbath wealth 
of theirs, or how much of it they have wasted or 
worse than wasted. Sabbath wealth is pure gold; 
hadn’t we better plan to invest all of it to the best 
advantage from now on? 


Our Background Material 


This being the last lesson of our five in the book 
of Nehemiah, let those who have been “mastering” 
the book by reading it through again and again tell 
of their fullest impressions of the book as a whole, 
and run over whatever outline or analysis of the 
book they have adopted. The following, from the 
Scofield Reference Bible, was suggested in an earlier 
issue of the Times: 


I. The Journey to Jerusalem; 1:1 to 2: 20. 
II. The Building of the Wall; 3:1 to 6: 19. 
III. The Census; 7: 1-73. 
IV. The Revival; 8:1 to 11: 36. 
V. The Census of the Priests and Levites; 12: 
1-20. 
VI. Dedication of the Wall; 12: 27-43. 
VII. Restoration of the Temple Worship; 12: 


44-47. 
VIII. The Legal Order Restored; 13: 1-31. 


As we look back over our studies of the man Nehe- 
miah himself, we can heartily agree with this word: 
“Nehemiah is not what hasty judges have called him, 
‘one of the lesser lights.’ He is a gigantic figure 
that stalked across the page of history luminous, then 
glided into the dark abyss of time, but scattered 
sparks of historic light, and left, not one, but two, 
immortal works behind him; he rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem, and he restored the law of Moses. As to 
the character of his piety, he relies on God, seeks his 
glory, and is unceasing in good works for his na- 
tion. But then, he despised lucre, and sought not 
the praise of men for those works. It is no small 
matter to look to God alone, with much light or 
little. He lived under a covenant of works, and 
thought accordingly; yet methinks he needed but a 
word or two from Christ’s cwn lips to be a Chris- 
tian saint.” (Quoted in Serving-and-Waiting of De- 
cember, 1917; published by the Philadelphia School 
of the Bible.) 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those ertisles will heip in 
quickly locating the references. 

Nehemiah was a “gigantic figure” simply because 
he trusted God wholly and proposed to obev God 
fully, no matter what the cost. Now the Jews of 
whom he was the leader in Judea could have done 
the same; and if they had, their experiences and 
record would have been “gigantic,” too. But when 
Nehemiah turned his back on them, they turned their 
back on God. Their earthly leader returned to Per- 
sia for a time; and things in Judea went to pieces. 
What happened during Nehemiah’s absence is de- 
scribed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1). 

Details of the particular sin of Sabbath-breaking, 
by both the Jews and the foreigners among them, 
are taken up more fully by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 2, 3), and by Dr. Mackie. Have the class 
bring out the points of Sabbath-breaking mentioned 
in the lesson text, and the successive steps and thor- 
ough enforcement taken up by Nehemiah. 

Then ask the class to name the commonest forms of 
Sabbath-breaking in your own community, as they 
have noticed it; and also to suggest the remedies 
they believe would be the most effective. The Lesson 
Cartoon (on page 609) might be passed around the 
class for discussio&. What Sabbath-breaking does to 
a community is vigorously discussed by Mr. Ridg- 
way (1); its physical disaster also he points out (2). 

Is it practicable to keep a Sabbath in these days 
of complex civilization and involved problems of 
work and duty? See what the class think. Can a 
Christian believer in a non-Christian land keep a 
Sabbath? Tell the story of the newly converted 
Japanese widow's “folly” (Round Table, 1). Or can 
a Christian missionary, with certain obligaticas of 


Nehemiah 13 : 15-22. 
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DEC. 16. NEHEMIAH ENFORCES THE LAW OF THE SABBATH 
Commit verses 17, 18 
Goiden Text.—Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.—Exodus 20 : 8 


15 In those days saw I in Judah some men treading 
winepresses on the sabbath, and bringing in 4 sheaves, and 
lading asses therewith; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and 
all manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem 
on the sabbath day: and I testified against them in the 
day wherein they sold victuals. 16 There dwelt men of 
Tyre also therein, who brought in fish, and all manner of 
wares, and sold on the sabbath unto the children of 
Judah, and in Jerusalem. 17 Then I contended with the 
nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this 
that ye do, and profane the sabbath day? 18 Did not your 
fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon 
us, and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon 
Israel by profaning the sabbath. 

19 And it came to pass that, when the gates of Jerusalem 
began to be dark before the sabbath, I commanded that 
the doors should be shut, and commanded that they should 
not be opened till after the sabbath: and some of my ser- 
vants set I over the gates, that there should no burden 
be brought in on the sabbath day. 20 So the merchants 
and sellers of all kind of wares lodged without Jerusalem 
once or twice. 21 Then I testified against them, and said 
unto them, Why lodge ye 2about the wall? if ye do so 
again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came 
they no more on the sabbath. 22 And I commanded the 
Levites that they should purify themselves, and that they 
should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath 
day. Remember unto me, O my God, this also, and spare 
me according to the greatness of thy lovingkindness. 


1Or, heaps of grain * Heb. before. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson Sons 








courtesy to government representatives, hope to keep 
a Sabbath? Give the testimony of a missionary in 
Persia (Round Table, 4). 

But is it a Christian’s duty to keep the Sabbath? 
Explain what is meant by this question, in view of the 
New Testament truth that we are “not under law, 
but under grace” (Rom. 6:14; also Rom. 7 and 8, 
Gal. 3 and 4). As a Bible teacher has- pointed out, 
the entire teaching of the Bible on the Sabbath, both 
Old Testament and New, is that it is the seventh day 
and no other; and therefore that-if we are bound 
by God’s law to keep the Sabbath it must be a 
seventh-day observance, not a first-day, of all that 
the Old Testament law requires in its observance of 
the Sabbath. ; 

But Christians are indeed not under the law. 
Therefore they are bound neither by the day of 
the week (seventh), nor by the details of its ob- 
servance, that the law required of Jews, Yet there 
is a day which New Testament Christians came to 
observe, and which it is our privilege now to ob- 
serve,—not as a matter of law but of grace: the first 
day of the week, the Lord’s Day. Something of what 
the New Testament says of this day is suggested be- 
low in “The Truth that Is Golden.” 

Bearing in mind the distinction between the Jew’s 
Law-governed Sabbath and the:Christian’s first-day, 
we may apply to our observance of the latter, or 
Lord’s Day, some of the points of Sabbath-day 
origin and observance helpfully brought out in the 
lesson-articles in this issue, such as: two principles 
in Scripture for Sabbath-observance, and how it 
helps man’s body, mind, and spirit (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 4); how the Sabbath-principle preceded 
the Law and even sin (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 5, 6) ; 
how the Sabbath is God’s (1) Gift, (2) Help, and 
(3) Requirement (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 7); a 
rabbi’s parable of what the seventh day does for 
the other six (Round Table, 3). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


It was on the first day of the week that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, having died for our sins, and thus pay- 
ing the full penalty of them in our place and as our 
Substitute, then forever broke the power of death 
by rising from the dead, death’s undefeatable and 
eternal Conqueror. No wonder that Christians from 


that day to this love to meet together in Jesus’ name 


on that their Lord’s Day! Here is a further word 
on that day, worthy of careful study, quoted in 





Are you already making plans to begin master- 
ing the Gospel of Mark with your Sunday-school 
class a few weeks from now? You know the 
Improved Uniform Lessons start in January 
with a six-months’ course in Mark. The Sunday- 
School Times Lesson Department will be the 
strongest it has ever had—and Dr. C. I. Scofield 
joins the staff with an every-week word on 
“The Prophecy in This Lesson.” Is there a 
single worker in your school or church not tak- 
ing the Times? } so, just ask that one to read 
page 702 in this issue. 
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Serving-and-Waiting, from the remarkable com- 
mentator, C. H. McIntosh: 

“We believe that there is a body of New Testament 
teaching on the important subject of the Lord’s Day, 
quite sufficient to give that day its proper place in 
every well-regulated mind. The Lord Jesus rose 
from the dead on that day (Matt. 28:1-6; Mark 
16:1, 2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1). He met his dis- 
ciples, once and again, on that day (John 20: 19, 26). 
The early disciples met to break bread on that day 
(Acts 20:7). The apostle, by the Holy Spirit, di- 
rects the Corinthians to lay by their contributions for 
the poor on that day (1 Cor. 16:2). And, finally, 
the exiled apostle was in the Spirit and received 
visions of the future on that day (Rev. 1:10), The 
above Scriptures are conclusive. They prove that 
the Lord’s Day occupies a place quite unique, quite 
heavenly, quite divine. But they as fully prove the 
entire distinctness of the Jewish Sabbath and the 
Lord’s Day.” 


Teaching Points 


Unbelievers are always glad to arag believers 
down to their own level—if they can. 

God’s laws are for our blessing. That is why the 
breaking of any law of his always brings evil upon 
us {v. 18). _ 

There are wonderful privileges, and blessed mem- 
ories and anticipations, in the Day (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 8). 

Don’t make the common mistake of teaching that 
God has given us six days for ourselves and only 
asks us to give Him one day for Himself. To the 
Christ-filled Christian every minute of all seven days 
is God’s: gladly, wholly, gloriously God’s. But while 
we do all to the glory of God on six days in the week, 
we have the special privilege of observing the Lord’s 
Day somewhat differently, with more time then at 
our disposal for restfully worshipping Him, and 
ile ama with Him, and telling others about 

im. 

Even a Christian, living in this age of grace,—as 
Nehemiah did not,—may properly commend his 
“good works” to God against the day when, at the 
judgment seat of Christ, believers will be judged 
bevel rewards, not for salvation) according to their 
works. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Did the Sabbath-breaking Jews (v. 15) know they 
were sinning before Nehemiah rebuked them? 

Do these war times require that a Sabbath be ig- 
nored? (See Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 9.) 

What can we say to those who do not feel the 
need of any rest on Sunday? (Illustration Round 
Table, 2). 

Could those who were not Jews (v. 16) appreci- 
ate Nehemiah’s denunciation of Sabbath-breaking? 

Is there any earlier record of disaster to Israel 
because of her Sabbath-breaking? 

Could Nehemiah have trusted to the honor of 
people to keep the Sabbath, without a watch on 
guard? 

Could the Jews’ worship of God have been ac- 


ceptable and sincere while they were breaking the 
Sabbath? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
Suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Preparation for the Messiah (Malachi 3: 1-12), 


Whether it is a three-billion-dollar Liberty Loan, 
or a thirty-five-million-dollar Y, M. C. A. drive, or 
any other “big thing” coming, people have learned 
how to get folks ready for it in advance. And that 
is God’s way. From the time of Adam down, God 
has told men in advance a great deal about his com- 
ing plans, that they might be ready. He even sent 
his messengers ahead of Christ—and will do so 
again. : 
( “a any partic ar man meant by “my messenger”? 

v. 3 
‘ Who were “seeking” the Lord (v. 1) in Malachi’s 
ay? 

( i 9 is meant by the Lord’s coming “suddenly”? 
¥.-4: 

What “coming” is referred to in verse 2? 

Have verses 3, 4 been fulfilled? 

Is God impoverished when men rob him? (v. 8.) 


What is “the whole tithe” for the Christian to bring 
to God? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


LESSON FOR DEC. 16 (Neh. 13 : 15-22) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—In 1-10 we have the record of two 
great works of Nehemiah in the first seven months of 
the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, 445 B. C., the re- 
building of the wall and the establishment of life in 
Jerusalem. After these seven months, Nehemiah’s 
administration lasted eleven or twelve years (13: 6; 
5:14). Then he returned to Persia, and it is un- 
known how long he was away. But he could not be 
spared, and at , Ane went back to Jerusalem, only 
to find a great change had taken place during his 
absence (13:1-5), and a large amount of his work 
was undone. Tobiah, his old enemy, had actually been 
given a lodging in the temple itself, and the Jews 
were once more mixing with foreigners. The Sab- 
bath was profaned and the provision for supporting 
the temple was neglected. With characteristic vigor 
Nehemiah set to work to put matters right. (1) 

Time.—It is impossible to say precisely how long 
this was after Nehemiah returned, but it was doubt- 
less shortly after 433 B. C., Artaxerxes’ 32d year. 


Books on the Lesson.—For all geographical mat- 
ters connected with Palestine, see Smith, “Students’ 
Illustrated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 75 cents). The 
“Pulpit Commentary” on Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Esther contains useful suggestions (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, New York City, $2). “Ellicott’s Commentary” 
(Funk and Wagnalls, 75 cents to $2) on these books 
is valuable, and also Ezra and Nehemiah in the “Men 
of the Bible” series (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, 75 cents). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


Profanation (vs. 15-18). During this second ad- 
ministration and probably soon after he took charge, 
Nehemiah observed much unnecessary labor on the 
Sabbath Day. Some of the people were gathering 
and marketing their crops, while others were bring- 
ing home the produce of their fields. As the sheaves 
and the wine-treading belonged to different seasons, 
it would seem that the people had contracted the 
habit of working on the Sabbath almost all through 
the year. It is easy in harvest time to find excuses 
for Sabbath labor by: pointing out how fine the 
weather is on Sunday, but it requires faith to do the 
right thing. (2) ‘ 

Side by side with this unnecessary labor, there 
was a great deal of unholy traffic, Foreigners, 
living among the Jews, were doing all sorts of busi- 
ness on the Sabbath Day. If we break the law for 
one reason, it is easy to find another also. People 
might argue that fish all the way from Tyre would 
go bad, and milk would turn sour, but if these were 
permitted, then others could hardly be prevented 
from selling their perishable wares, including bread 
and fruit. This is a striking feature of temporal 
prosperity and good business in Jerusalem, and yet 
it involved undoubted disobedience (v. 17). The 
evil was the more serious because of the defiance of 
the Divine law in the face of knowledge, for the 
people knew that in the old days trouble had come 
through doing the same things (v. 18). Thus Nehe- 
miah endeavored to arouse public sentiment by ap- 
pealing to the leaders and by showing that the mat- 
ter was one of serious disobedience, (3) 


Restoration (vs. 19-22). Nehemiah did not stop 
with verbal appeals, but proceeded to enforce the 
laws. First he tried to prevent the trouble by ex- 
cluding the evil and at the same time protecting the 
weak (v. 19). He sent some of his own servants to 
carry out his order and to make sure that what he 
wanted would be done. But the opponents were not 
to be easily set aside, for by lodging outside Jeru- 
salem they waited their opportunity to attract the 
attention of the people inside the city in the hope 
that some at least would be able to get through the 
gates and so neutralize the governor’s order. But 
he met this by threatening them with arrest if they 
did not at once put a stop to the evil (v. 21). Then 
he went farther and made provision for the perma- 
nent protection of the gates on the Sabbath Day. 
As his servants could not remain there, he ordered 
the Levites to take up the work, so that there would 
always be some there whose duty it would be to give 
attention to this important matter (v. 22). 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


The action of Nehemiah raises the question of the 
Sabbath at the present day, and yet it is necessary to 
distinguish between his case and ours. 


1. Our Principles. Two principles dominate the 
situation. (1) “The sabbath was made for man” 
(Mark 2:27). This meams that it was instituted for 
his good, providing (a) rest for the body by absti- 
nence from work; (b) invigoration of. mind by 
change of interest; (c) blessing of spirit by oppor- 
tunity for worship. No true Sabbath is possible un- 


less all these three are realized. (2) “The Son of 
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man is lord even of the sabbath” (Mark 2:28). As 
the former text is often abused to make it mean 
that man can do as he likes, this passage follows, 
showing that the Sabbath is a question for those 
who acknowledge the authority of Jesus Christ. It 
is a Christian problem, and it is impossible for any 
one to insist on the highest and most spiritual ele- 
ment of the Sabbath unless Christ is his “Lord.” 
Yet the State has a perfect right to insist upon the 
observance of a Day of Rest as essential to the 
physical and intellectual well-being of the commu- 
nity. (4) 

2. Our Position. (1) Scripture ground considered 
negatively. The Sabbath is not solely Jewish. We do 
not, therefore, insist upon it from this standpoint, 
because we know from the New Testament that we 
are not “under law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14), 
in the sense that law is not intended for salvation. 
(2). The Scripture ground considered positively. 
But while the Sabbath is not purely Jewish, the ob- 
servance can be clearly shown to have been in ex- 
istence before the promulgation of the Ten Com- 
mandments (Exod. 16:25). It is the only one of 
the Commandments that commences with the word 
“remember,” thereby implying that it had been au- 
thoritative before. (5) 

It really dates from creation (Gen. 2), and, with 
marriage, forms one of the two permanent elements 
of human life prior to the introduction of sin. Thus 
the truth of the Fourth Commandment was not 
abrogated by Christ, except as a basis of salvation, 
and our Lord’s references to the Sabbath just when 
the law, as the means of salvation, was being set 
aside, show significantly that he only changed the 
basis and not the fact of the Sabbath. The Fourth 
Commandment occupies exactly the same position in 


‘the Christian life as any of the others, and as it is 


wrong to steal, so it is equally wrong to disregard 
the Sabbath. Paul urges obedience on children from 
the Fifth Commandment (Eph. 6: 1-3), showing 
that the believer is “under law to Christ” (1 Cor. 
9:21). (6) 

3. Our Practise. It is important also to emphasize 
in actual life the position set forth in Scripture. How 
may we best commend the observance of the Sabbath 
Day? (1) As a Divine gift. It will be useful to 
show, especially to children, that this is in some re- 
spects God’s greatest earthly gift, that it is intended 
for blessing, and not for restraint. (2) As a Divine 
help. Here again it will be well for us to emphasize 
the positive side in showing that the rest of the Sab- 
bath Day is intended to minister to our true life, 
that it is the means of great and gracious favor 
from God, when properly used. (3) As a Divine re- 
quirement. And yet with these thoughts of gift and 
help, ‘it is essential to emphasize the bounden duty 
in Christ of remembering the Lord’s Day and keep- 
ing it holy. It is no temporary measure, but a perma- 
nent necessity, and the commandments of God are 
not grievous or arbitrary demands, but based on 
necessities of life and the permanent laws of true 
government. In the keeping of God’s command- 
ments is life, and the penalty of violation is disaster. 
God is rightly jealous for his own day, because he 
has surrounded it~ with solemn warnings and has 
connected with it his assurance of blessing, so that 
the New Testament, while enlarging both the com- 
mand and the blessing, really deepens its sanctity. (7) 


4. Our Privileges. As we contemplate this day, we 
may think of it along these lines: (1) A day of 
blessed memories, It was the day when God rested 
after creation; the day on which our Lord rose 
from the dead; and the day of the bestowal of the 
Holy Spirit on Pentecost. These alone should make 
it an opportunity for supreme enjoyment. (2) A day 
of abundant blessings. It is an occasion for worship, 
fellowship, and service, and one of the most striking 
things about the Sabbath or Lord’s Day is that the 
most advanced and deeply-taught Christians value it 
most. (3) A day of glorious anticipations. It is a 
symbol and foretaste of the Sabbath-keeping that 
remains to the people of God (Heb. 4:9). (8) 


The subject of the Sabbath is of special importance 
at the present time, because it is being urged that the 
necessities of the war compel a suspension of the 
Fourth Commandment, that agriculture and muni- 
tions with other military work require continual 
effort, including labor on the Sabbath Day. But a 
year ago a committee in England reported that it 
was not only unnecessary, but dangerous to attempt 
munitions work on seven days of the week, because 
the body required rest, and thé work of six days 
was sufficient and even better for the purpose. So 
with regard to the call for increased food produc- 
tion, God has given a special promise of seed-time 
and harvest, and as the Sabbath is a necessity we are 
certain that Sunday labor on the land is not required. 
If we honor God (1 Sam. 2:30) and trust him, we 
shall find all our needs supplied. Those who put God 
first will never fail of blessing in the observance of 
the Lord’s Day (Isa. 58: 13, 14). (9) 


Ill. The Lesson Outlined 


1. Profanation (vs. 15-18; Jer. 17: 19-27). 
2. Restoration (vs. 19-22; Psalm g2). 
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IV. Leading Questions 

How long was Nehemiah in Jerusalem on his first 
visit? What was he doing during this time? 

— evils had-crept in during his absence? (13: 
I-10. 

What does Nehemiah’s contemporary, Malachi, say 
about the condition of affairs at this time? (1:7, 8; 
2: 14-16; 3: 5-9.) 

Consider the temptation to disregard the Sabbath 
through (1) the captivity; (2) heathen neighbors; 
(3) finance. How far are these influential to-day? 

Why does Nehemiah three times pray the prayér 
of verse 22? 


What does Christ teach about the Sabbath? 


Why was the change made from the seventh to the 
first day? 

What are the blessings of the Sabbath to the (1) 
Church; (2) nation; and (3) individual? 

Wyc irre CoLiece, Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Roaring Camp.”—J/n those days saw 1... some 
men... on the sabbath ,.. bringing in sheaves, and 
lading asses (v.15). Look here, you Sunday golfers, 
Sunday baseball fans, Sunday automobilers, would 
you willingly live in a town where other folks had 
no more respect for the day than you? Where every 
one, like you, turned away from religion to sport? 
Yea, could you live in such a place? What would 
the morals be? Well, I guess so! Then what kind 
of man are you, to hit Religion in the face with 
your Sabbath desecration when that very Religion is 
the salvation of your home and the morals of wife 
and daughters and sons? Go to the library and get 
the literature that pictures the life in the sixteenth 
and earlier centuries when there was no keeping of 
the Sabbath, and get a view of the domestic life. 
The books are all under lock and key a~d too bad 
for you to see. Rome in the time of the emperors 
was bad enough, dear knows. But Europe in the 
time of the Bourbons was a good sécond. When 
out goes the Sabbath in comes the Devil. There have 
been a few American towns where there was no Sab- 
bath at any spot in them. But no decent women have 
ever been able to live in those towns. In Bret 
Harte’s “Luck of Roaring Camp and Other Stories” 
you have “moving-pictures” of such towns where 
there was no Sabbath. If everybody was like 
you, old fellow, Squedunk, where you live, would 
soon become a “Roaring Camp” (Ezek. 20: 12,13). (1) 


The “High Muck-ee-Mucks.”—Then I contended 
with the nobles of Judah (v. 17). ‘ Note, will you, 
“nobles”? To their everlasting credit, be it said, it 
is not the American workingmen who set the pace in 
Sabbath-breaking. Go down the Main Line where 
the rich live and note those who are busy killing the 
day and you will not find the gardener, the farmer, 
the stableman, the man-about-the-house, the rail- 
roader. But you will find the commander-in-chief of 
the Sabbath-breaking to be “The Boss” himself. It 
is the master of the estate who is dancing his Sabbath 
fling upon the graves of his good old Christian father 
and mother. For you will find with mighty few ex- 
ceptions that the godless suburbanite got his pros- 
perity from godly forbears. And the main reason 
the boy and the girl of the godless suburbanite go to 
the bad is because they are cursed by a godless dad. 
The wheel of fortune is revolved entirely by the 
power of godlessness. By godlessness alone can a 
family be thrown. Every one knows that the decay 
of moral fiber in a young man or young woman al- 
ways begins by disrespect for God’s day. In all the 
moral wrecks in Coatesville that is just where the 
crack started. When Nehemiah started after the Big 
Fellows in Jerusalem he was beginning at the right 
spot to save his people. The world cuts both its 
clothes and its manners after the “nobles.” 


One in Seven.—Ye bring more wrath upon Israel 
by profaning the sabbath (v. 18). Profaning the 
Sabbath has always brought a curse. Keeping the 
Sabbath has always brought a blessing. Continental 
Europe has long been noted for its “Continental 
Sunday.” Puritanical America has long been noted 
for her famous “Blue Laws.” It doesn’t take much 
brains to look around. And any child can read the 
Book, God seems to have made the world upon the 
one in seven plan. “Profane” this plan at your peril, 
for “wrath” is upon you. Some years ago we had 
an ambitious foreman. He worked for us six days 
in the week and then worked for certain farmers all 
day Sunday installing wind-mills. “Old fellow, you 
can’t stand it; besides, it isn’t right,” we protested. He 
laughed at us. “There is big money putting up wind- 
mills,” he said. And then one day his run-down 
body took to bed with typhoid fever. The doctor 


said to us, “His fever will turn upon the seventh or 


fourteenth day.” Sure enough it did. On the four- 
teenth day the poor fellow was dead. You are de- 
signed and built pon the one in seven plan. Pro- 
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fane that plan at your peril both spirit- 
ual and physical. (2) 


ous Business.—Sellers of all 
kinds of wares lodged without Jeru- 
salem once or twice (v. 20). And in all 
our American cities the sellers are in- 
side the walls. Every Sunday soda bar, 
every Sunday cigar stand, every Sunday 
movie is just one more push Sodom- 
ward. Sin sometimes inches along very 
slowly like a glacier. Sometimes sin’s 
payday is a long time coming, like a 
sailor’s. But in the fulness of time the 
ship comes home. Yea, my boy, payday 
is just as sure in the mills on the ay 
as in the mills on the Brandywine. Al- 
ways remember that when any man or 
set of men tramp all over God’s most 
emphatic command there is always the 
Devil to pay. And there is never any 
10 percent, off, either. Does any one 
know of any lasting prosperity built up 
on Sunday selling? has over all the great 
industries and see if you can finda single 
one a Sunday seller. Heinz Pickles, 
Quaker Oats, ‘Cash Register, Interna- 
tional Harvester, Standard Oil, Rem- 
ington Typewriter, Ivory Soap, Arrow 
Collars, Packard Cars, Walk Over 
Shoes. And a hundred and more times 
ten more. In Coatesville the drug store 
that has won out in the years and does 
the biggest soda business is the one that 
has always been against Sunday selling, 
and whose Sunday card reads MEDICINE 
ONLY. For the Sunday seller there is sure 
sooner or later the “receiver,” the sheriff, 
or the “stung” stockholder. And this 
for the very simple reason that all busi- 
ness health like all physical health is 
regulated by the immutable laws of 
God. And the everlasting command 
from Sinai was, “Remember the sabbath 
day and not do any work” (Exod, 20: 
8-11). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch e of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

A Widow’s “Folly.”—Remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy (Golden 
Text). A Japanese widow was making 
a meager living for herself and her two 
little girls by making bean-paste in the 
forenoons and peddling it around the 
town in the afternoons. One day she 
heard of Jesus, and ere long, by bap- 
tism, publicly. confessed her allegiance 
to the living God, Thereupon she de- 
cided to observe the Sabbath according 
to his law. “You are a fool,” said her 
relatives and neighbors. “When you 
worked for seven days a week, you 
could not earn enough rice. How do 
you expect to live working only six 
days?” “I am a Christian now,” replied 
the woman, “and it is my business to 
obey God’s commands. It is His part 
to see that my needs are supplied.” God 
honored her obedient faith, and she 
earned more in six days’ work than she 
had previously done in seven. More- 
over, in His providence she was led to 
a Christian mission school where she 
became cook to the students, and where 
her two daughters received a Christian 
education, fitting them for happy and 
responsible positions iater in life—Sent 
by M. B. G. (missionary to Japan). (1) 


What Is the Reason?—What evil 
thing is this that ye do, and profane the 
sabbath day? (v. 17). One man says: 
“I do not go to church on Sunday be- 
cause I was never taught to go when I 
was young, so I did not form the habit.” 
Another man says: “I do not go to 
church on Sunday because I was forced 
to go when I was young and it grew 
distasteful to me.” One excuse is as 
good as another when you do not want 
to de a thing—From the Watchman- 
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Examiner. Sent by Abraham Collyer, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


More Than a Rest Day.—What evil 
thing is this that ye do, and profane the 
sabbath day? ... And I commanded the 
Levites that they should purify them- 
selves, and that they should come and 
keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath 
day (vs. 17,22). “A minister,” says the 
Rev. Edwin S, Stacker, of Ottawa, 
Kan., “observing a lad starting for the 
river on a Sunday morning, said, ‘My 
boy, the Sabbath day was given you for 
rest.’ The boy quickly replied, ‘I ain’t 
tired!’” We must find other reasons 
for Sabbath observance, especially for 
folks who are “not tired.”—Sent by J. 
D., Lawson, Charlottetown, P.E.I, (2) 


The Seven Brothers.—There should 
no burden be brought in on the sabbath 
day (v. 19). A Jewish rabbi’s parable 
tells of seven brothers who lived to- 
gether. Six worked and the seventh 
cared for the house, having the meals 
ready and tiie house bright for his 
brothers in the evening. ut the six 
said that the seventh must work, too. 
So in the evening they returned home 
and found the house dark and no meal 
prepared. Then they saw how foolish 
they had been, an. quickly restored the 
old way. The Sabbath is a day among 
the seven which provides light, com- 
fort, and good for the others. If it is 
driven out te work, the other days will 
all miss its blessing —From Dr. J. R. 
Miller, in the British Weekly. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (3) 


The Consuls and the Missionaries.— 
To sanctify the sabbath day (v. 22). In 
the relations that missionaries have with 
foreign residents and government offi- 
cials, they are sometimes called upon to 
refuse to take part in social functions 
on Sunday. Their courteous refusal is 
always respected. In Lahore, India, 
dinners were being given by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in honor of the Vice- 
roy. Dr. J. C. R. Ewing, who was then 
Vice Chancellor of the Punjab Univer- 
sity, received an invitation for himself 
and his wife to dine with the Viceroy of 
India on Sunday evening, They sent 
their regrets and were immediately 
asked to come on Monday evening. 
Since I have been in Persia, the Rus- 
sian Consulate “At Homes” have been 
on Sunday afternoons.. The American 
missionaries have taken pains to pay 
their respects to the Russian Consulate 
on all other occasions, but have been 
particular not to do so on Sundays. A 
few weeks ago a notice reached us that 
the Russian Consulate “At Homes” were 
to be changed to Saturday afternoons, 
“so that the American missionaries 
could also come.”—Sent by Dwight M. 
Donaldson, Meshed, Persia. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration, (4) 


Our Sabbath Wealth.—To sanctify 
the sabbath dey (v, 22). Every seventh 
day is a Sunday. _ Consequently every 
seven years one has lived a full year of 
Sundays. A person of 21 years has had 
three years of Sundays for his spiritual 
improvement. One of 35 has had five, 
one of 70, ten years of Sundays. The 
are times when grace is freely offered, 
seasons of spiritual feasting for those 
who hunger and thirst after God’s good 
gifts. What use have these times of 
grace been to you? Will they accuse 
you on the day of judgment ?—From the 
Expositor. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. (5) 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missicaary to the Jews 


7. one winepresses on the sab- 
bath (v. 15). Nehemiah would get 
the excuse that the time was short, the 
grapes were ripe to bursting, as is usu- 
ally the case when they are about to be 
made into wine and molasses; that any 
day, beyond even Nehemiah’s control, 
the southwest wind might come with 
the thunder and lightning that herald 
the early rains-and all the labor of the 





| that hour it was time to close the city 
| gates every day, and so the fish and 





year would be lost; that they could 
worship in the temple of nature, and the 
fruits were from the Lord, etc. 

Bringing in sheaves (v. 15). Un- 
threshed wheat sheaves for the thresh- 
ing floor in June would not be kept 
back till the time of grape harvest at 
the end of September. The bundles re- 
ferred to might be sack-loads of 
chopped straw and vineyard leaves for 
winter fodder. 

Grapes and jigs (v. 15). The drying 
of the grapes for raisins could be com- 
pleted on the housetops, to be readily 
taken in when rain began to fall. Figs 
are torn open and boiled to kill any 
small worms in some of them, and they 
are then pressed and dried on the flat 
house-roof for winter consumption. It 
is this store of wheat and dried fruits 
of the peasants which the Turkish army 
on its march through Palestine has 
taken by force, and so left the people of 
the villages to starve. 


Who brought in fish (v. 16). In the 
warm season, fresh fish can only be 
brought up from Jaffa to Jerusalem | 
when packed in ice. It was probably | 
salted and dried fish of the perch and 
roach order brought up from the fish- 
curing station at the south of the lake of 
Galilee. It is still a regular trade in 
Damascus and Jerusalem. 

Began to be dark before the sabbath 
(v. 19). In the short twilight at sunset 
on Friday. The Sabbath ended at the 
same time on Saturday evening, but at 





other wares would have to be kept back 
till Sunday morning. 

Why lodge ye about the wall? (v. 21.) 
The answer was plain though the proof 
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tanism in me.” “Then you don’t believe 
in hell,” said another member. “I be- 
lieve you will have a hell here in Phila- 
delphia if you open those Exposition 
om Sundays!” the other shot back. 

e need to be sharply on our guard lest 
we should fail to see what it means to 
break down the Sabbath. 


A BROKEN hee raiay 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“I need Thee every hour.” 

“When morning gilds the skies.” 
“Safely through another week.” 

“ Take time to be holy.” 

* Saviour, lead me lest I stray.” 

“ Abide with me!” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 118 : 24-29 (238 : 17-20). 
Psalm 95 : 1-11 (190: 5-7). 
Psalm 84: 1-10 (169: 1-5). 
Psalm 1: 1-6 (2: 1-3). 
Psalm 096 : 1-13 (194: 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 





might be difficult. In appearance the or- 
der was complied with, but there were 
ways of lowering and lifting up baskets 
from the city wall, and a threat of con- 
fiscation and punishment was needed. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for thy day of rest that thou 
hast provided for our good. Teach us to re- 
member the privilege rather than the bond- 
age of Sabbath observance, and may we re- 
joice at the opportunities that thy day offers 
us for special service for thee. May we find 


rest in loving service, in worship, and in | 


our Bible study together, and may we not 
try to bring into thy holy day anything that 
might be displeasing to thee. We ask this 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
any doubt about the importance of the 
Sabbath? Just think over to-day’s les- 
son. Nehemiah sounds his startling 
warning in the ears of the nobles of 
Judah, pointing out to them that the 
very things that were just then going on 
in Jerusalem were the things that in the 
earlier days of their fathers brought 
evils upon the people and the city itself. 
It is no light thing to break God’s plan 
for the Sabbath. What God holds to be 
important: we had better think of as 
very important indeed. If we think we 
can do things on the Sabbath that don’t 
belong to that day at all, and that cut 
right across God’s plan for the day, and 
that nothing much will come of it any- 
how, we are making the biggest sort of 
mistake,—and worse than that, we are 
defying God. 

Away back in 1876 when the great 
Centennial Exposition was held in Phila- 
delphia, there was a sharp division of 
opinion about keeping the Exposition 
open on Sunday. The Centennial Com- 
mittee had long discussions on the sub- 
ject, and in the final meeting when the 
question was settled by a vote of 
twenty-seven for closing and nine for 
opening, the feeling was very intense. 
A man who favored Sunday opening 
sneered at his opponents in the Commis- 
sion as “narrow-minded Puritans.” One 
man whose ideas on the subject were 
not known, called out, “I am on that 
side, but don’t call me a Puritan, I’m a 
Universalist. There is not much Puri- 


| [| ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s Day is 
for worship and rest. 

| Notes.—Children need instruction and 
| training in worship. For that reason 
the separate program for the entire 
Sunday-school session for the Primary 
Department is not only desirable but 
| necessary. Each feature of worship 
| needs explanation, and in the teaching 
| service of the church should be planned 
| with the abilities of young children in 
mind. 

| On sandboard or plain table a few 
| blocks could be arranged by the chil- 
| dren to represent the city wall and its 
gates in connection with to-day’s story, 
which emphasizes a day of worship. 
Last Sunday’s story emphasized the 
book of worship. 

Introduction—Did any of you hear 
church bells this morning? Let us sing 
about them: 

“Holy Sabbath! happy morning! joyfully the 
bells we hear, 

Sweetly calling, gently calling us to praise 

and prayer.” 





Do the church bells ring as much on 

other days? They call attention of the 
people to God’s Day of worship. Does 
everybody follow, the call of the church 
bells when they say, “Come!- Come! 
people come, This the bells’ message 
to me, to you”? It would please our 
Heavenly Father if everybody would 
worship on his holy day. It grieves 
him when people choose only pleasure 
and fun and never think of worship. 


Review.—Ezra and Nehemiah helped 
the people to love and know how to 
worship. Show the picture and let the 
children tell about the big gathering 
near the water gate and the services 
which lasted through eight days. What 
was it that they listened to each day? 
Show a Bible and help the children to 
find the word holy, printed on the cover. 

When we pray the Lord’s Prayer we 
say, Hallowed (which means holy) be 
thy name. Let us sing about God’s 
name and Word. 

“Holy! Holy! Holy! Holy is the Lord! 

Holy is His dear name! Holy is His 

Word!” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 

28 cents.) 


Not long ago our story told how the 
people built a house for God’s worship 
(Lesson of Oct. 21). We often say, The 
Lord is in his holy temple. Can we re- 
member four things which are holy :— 























LESSON FOR DEC. 16 (Neh. 13 : 15-22) 


God’s Book, God’s Name, God’s Day, 
and God’s House. Ezra and Nehemiah 
remembered all those things. We can 
remember them, too. 


Lesson Story—As Ezra and Nehe- 
miah had to teach the people about 
God’s Book and worship, so they had 
to teach them about the Sabbath. God’s 
Word teaches, Remember the Sabbath 
Day, to keep it holy. The people in and 
around Jerusalem had grown careless 
about God’s Day. The Jews called their 
day of worship the Sabbath. We call 
it Sunday, when we expect people to go 
to church and Sunday-school. 

Nehemiah noticed many kinds of 
work going on just the same as other 
days. He found men crushing fruit in 
the wine-presses, others were gathering 
grain or olives, some were loading ani- 
mals with fruit, fish, or other food, and 
baskets and wares to sell. They came 
and spread them out near the city gates 
like a great market, The people went 
to buy. 

Nehemiah and his elders planned to 
try to stop this trading on God’s Day. 
They decided that all the city gates 
should be closed the evening before the 
Sabbath and kept closed all that day. 
Servants were placed as watchmen at 
the gates. 

For 2 week or two the traders came 
as usual, but nobody could go outside to 
buy., Nehemiah sent. word to them, If 
you keep coming we shall arrest you. 
So the traders came no more. 

Ezra tried to teach the people that 
every good gift is from our Heavenly 
Father, and that people would be happy 
and blessed if they set apart one-tenth 
or one part in ten to give back to the 
Lord; Nehemiah wanted the people to 
remember that God gives all the days 
of the week, and wants his children to 
set apart one day to remember his 
house and his worship. Sing: 


“God is in His holy temple, 
On this holy Sabbath day; 
Let us praise Him, let us thank Him, 
As we worship, sing, and pray. 


“God is in His holy temple, 
Knowing all we do and say, 
May our service and our off’rings 
Honor Him this Sabbath day.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., -Wapello, Iowa, 
28 cents.) . 


After the Story.—Conditions vary so 
much in different sections of the coun- 
try regarding Sunday observance. In 
some places baseball, golf, movies, 
theaters, saloons, and other attractions 
are common. The corner drug store, 
the popcorn or ice cream man, secures 
many a bit of money intended for the 
Sunday-school. Each teacher will have 
to decide what is most needed to help 
her children to regard Sunday as God’s 
special day. If we choose to be and do 
our best on that day it will help to 
make all the other days better. 


Peoria, ILL. 
4 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


I Testified.—Have you done so, Chris- 
tian girl? You have not the authority 
of Nehemiah to compel Sabbath ovserv- 
ance, but can “testify” (v. 15b) by your 
conduct and the opportune expression 
of your views on the subject. Do you 
make it the rule of your life to attend 
divine worship? Or, do you go to the 
house of God when there happens to 
be no other more attractive (to you) 
thing to do, when you do not have an 
invitation to take an automobile ride 
“out into God’s own temple,” when 
there isn’t a hike on, or when the book 
you got at the library on Saturday isn’t 
absorbing? Has your spiritual backbone 
the genuine Christian marrow that will 
enable you to take the stand that a 
young girl took last year in her fresh- 
man days at college? 

As the balmy spring weather came 
on every one was doing the woods and 
getting all possible of the out-of-doors. 
At a little party one Friday evening one 
of the boys suggested taking a long 
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delighted to chaperone the party, which 
was to include two young couples. 
When the time for starting was dis- 
cussed our little Sunday-school girl 
queried, “Why, are we going before 
church?” To which Mrs. M. smilingly 
replied, “Oh, yes, dear, if we don’t get 
an early start we might as well not go. 
It’ll do you just as much good.” 

So they started early Sunday morn- 
ing in high spirits, but as the time for 
Sunday-school drew near Ethel’s gaiety 
grew less, and finally she grew quiet and 
pensive. About eleven o'clock they 
drove into a little town where it was 
decided to stop for dinner. Ethel 
seemed tired, so her girl friend offered 
to go to a room with her for a rest, the 
others remaining on the veranda until 
dinner was served. 

few minutes after lying down 
Ethel heard the strains of “Take my 
life and let it be, Consecrated, Lord to 
Thee.” Sitting up suddenly she _ in- 
quired where the singing was. . Her 
friend replied that there was a little 
Methodist church on the street back of 
the hotel. Instantly all weariness left. 
Ethel and jumping up she exclaimed, 
“Let’s go.” 

By the time she reached the veranda 
her spirit was dominant. “Come on, all 
of you, we are just in time for service. 
Grace says there is a church right back 
of the hotel, and I hear them singing.” 

No one could hold back after that 
breezy invitation; so within five min- 
utes all of them were filing into that 
little church. The pastor beamed. 

“We are delighted to have Deacon 
M., of C , and his friends with us 
to-day. Mr. M., will you lead us in ovr 
morning prayer?” And Deacon M. 
thanked God for his mercies and the 
privileges of his house on his holy day! 

After a happy dinner the party headed 
home. Ethel was her charming, spon- 
taneous self. As they reached the top 
of a hill and came in sight of home, she 
said happily, “Oh, we’re nearly home— 
in plenty of time to get togged up for 
Christian Endeavor.” 

So six-thirty_ saw that whole party in 
a very proper place for the Sabbath— 
and never again did one of them sug- 
gest a Sunday excursion. 
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Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Malachi 3 : 1-12 


1. What girl can “abide” and “stand” 
in the Lord’s judgment? (v. 2.) 


2. How does Christ “refine” and 
“purify” girls? (v. 3a.) 

3. Under what circumstances are the 
“offerings” of a girl “pleasant unto Je- 
hovah”? (vs. 3b, 4.) 
ot How do girls to-day “rob God’? 

v. 8. 

5. As daughters of grace what is the 
least we can give? (v. 10.) 


6. To whom were the promises in 
verses 10-12 made? What application 
can we make to ourselves? 


Kansas City, Mo. 
we 


Pucker’s ‘* Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Works of Necessity. — / testified 
against them in the day wherein they 
sold victuals (v. 15). “You gentlemen 
are the city council,” began teacher. 
“Bert is mayor and Pucker is city clerk, 
You are here to pass a law against un- 
necessary business and labor on the 
Sabbath day.” 

Bert had been posted beforehand, so 
he called us to order and. asked if any 
one had a resolution to present. That 
was Bumps’ cue to offer an ordinance he 
and teacher had fixed up, forbidding all 
labor and business except works of 
necessity, worship, and mercy. 

We discussed the bill, just as real 
councilmen should, trying to decide just 
where it would hit. Of eourse there 
were lots of different ideas. We all 
agreed that doctors must work and 
drugstores run so as to fill prescrip- 
tions. 

“Huh, the biggest thing about a drug- 
store on Sunday is the soda fountain,” 
declared Bulldog. “You can’t call that 
a necessity, can you?” 

We stood for the milkman delivering 
fresh milk, because so many poor peo- 
ple don’t take ice, and they have the 
most babies. But we couldn’t see why 
the ice men shouldn’t fill everybody’s 


The Lésson Cartoon for This Week 


Ste yy 14 Z 


4 


- GF 


R 


Gy 
gy 
Bh yG 





* 699 


chest up full Saturday and then get a 
rest until Monday. 

Lots more questions came up, and we 
had a right interesting time deciding 
them. Some of them we couldn’t decide. 
Even Nehemiah would have been puz- 
zled these days. 


Up to the Mayor.—/ commanded that 
the gates should be shut (v. 19). “How 
are you going to enforce this law?” 
asked Fred Keller, the minister’s son. 

“Why, it’s up to the mayor and his 
police,” answered Fatty. “Doesn’t the 
ordinance say there shall be a fine for 
each offense ?” 

“Supposing they just pay the fine and 
go right on,” suggested Carl. 

We didn’t know what to say then. So 
teacher had us look up what Nehemiah 
did. He stopped the Sunday stores all 
right, locked the doors and put a couple 
of cops on guard (v. 19). 

Teacher told how Mr. Tricket closed 
up the illegal saloons in Kansas City, 
Kan. When he couldn’t stop them any 
other way he got out an injunction and 
put a big padlock on every door. 
Teacher says a determined man or a 
determined boy can almost always find 
a way to do a thing if he is enough in 
earnest. And when a man does do a 
thing like that we ‘ought to cheer him to 
the echo. Of course if a man is two- 
thirds tied up with the world, he can’t 
win out as Nehemiah did. But if he is 
out and out for God, God will. be out 
and out with him, and no evil can stand 
against that. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Malachi 3: 1-12. 

Who was “my messenger” in verse 1? 
What is a refiner of silver? 


What kind of dross is there in the 
average boy? 


In what way can this dross be taken 
out? 


How can a boy rob God? 
What claim has God on our money? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





q Children at Home 





A New Kind of Christmas 
Present 
By Marion Wathen Fox 


RS. SHERMAN and her iittle 

daughter Grace were out shopping. 
They passed the Murray store a num- 
ber of times. Every time they passed 
Grace stumbled. The last time she fell 
off the sidewalk. 

“Grace, for pity’s sake,” complained 
her mother, “can’t you see where you’re 
going!” 

“Well—I—I—-you see it’s kind of hard 
to keep on the sidewalk when I’ve got 
my eyes shut!” stammered Grace in a 
voice that sounded of tears. 

“Eyes shut!” exclaimed Mrs, Sher- 
man in surprise, looking wonderingly at 
her daughter as she said it. “What’s 
the matter with your eyes that you've 
got them shut?” 

Then Grace’s face grew very red, for 
she hadn’t meant to say anything about 
having her eyes shut. 

“Tell me, Grace,” insisted her mother. 

“Because I—I—you see I didn’t want 
to see the—the dolls.” 





“Not want to see those lovely dolls 
|in Mr. Murray’s,window! And you’ve 
always been so fond of dolls! Just look 
| at that beauty with the brown curls and 
that dear little velvet toque! What if 
Santa should give you one just like it 
for Christmas!” and as she said it Mrs. 
| Sherman looked from the shop-window 
to Grace. 

But to her surprise Grace was looking 
across the street and not into the win- 
dow at all; she had her face turned 
directly away from it. 

“Why, Grace! You are not looking at 
all. Which would you rather have, dear, 
that one in blue or red?” 

“Oh, mother, please don’t!” 

And to Mrs. Sherman’s surprise Grace 
actually started to run on ahead. 
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Genuine Holman Pronouncing Editions 
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$1.50 Scholars and 
Beautiful Pic- 
$1.40 ramen in p +e oe 


The “ Helps” are especially de- 
signed for the young and con- 
tain in simple lan wage :ACom- 

ete History of the sible, Iwo 
Catechiome on Bible Subjects, 
including the Life of Christ, 























oe. [$1.95 
$2.50 


Large, Clear, Black Type, Self- 
Pronouncing, containing Helps 
to Bible Stu Y>4 Questions 
and Answers, Illustrations in 
one Color, Maps in Colors, and 
Presentation Page. A Beauti- 
ful Gift Bible. 


























Each picture is explained. 
The series consists of photo- 
graphs of places prominently 
mentioned in the Scriptures ; 
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GoldenTreasury of Noble Scrip- Specimen of Type. Agate Pronowncing. 
ture Verses, etc., etc. Maps. 27 And the boys w:and E’sau 
was a cunning fuunter. 


5 And the streets of the city shall 
be full of boys | girls playing io 
reof. 


Specimen of Type. 
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actual photographs of people 
and objects in the Holy Land; | twin making the 
selections from the works of fu 

modern artists familiar with 
Palestine. Zhe Bible becomes 
anew book when read in this 


Asx for the Agate Pronounc- 
ing Edition No.9211, Bound 
in genuine leather, over- 
lapping covers, gold edges. 
Size 344x5™% inches. , $1.70 


“ These ‘ Hel 





“ These colored pictures help great- 
ible a living k 
w the child.””— Christian Work. 
“The text of the Bible itself is ex- 
cellent and the Helps are character- 
light ized by much care and thought.”’— 
ne Record of Christian Work. 


* will prove easy to 
understand and of much value to the 
youthful Bible students.”"—7he Ar- 
gus-Leader, Sioux Falls, S. D. 





Size, 5x7 inches. 

No. 215. Divinity Circuit 
Style, Bound in French 
Seal Leather ,roundcorners, 
red under gold edges, with silk 
head bands and purple silk 
marker, gold titles,etc., $1.95 


Red Letter Edition with 
Colored Illustrations 














No. 9111. Same as above, but with Illustrations 
ne ose color, . to aod Bin 'di'nn o's Sate’ $1. 4 
0. ° me and binding as g111. Tex 
and ed only ~— Apegeeeaptg . = 4 . - $1.40 


ALL ABOVE PRICES ARE POSTPAID 


No. 3215RL. Red Letter 
Scholars’ Bible, same Bible as No. 215, with all 
the Sayings of Christ printed in Red, and with Red 
and Gold Inlaid Panel Side Titles, also us 
tifully Colored Picturesadded..... $2.50 














Ask your Bookseller. If unable to supply, write to the Publishers, 


A. J. HOLMAN CO., 1222-26 Arch Street, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Originators of Pronouncing Teachers’ Bibles 
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The Daily Altar 
J. H. Jowett 
Each little book contains ‘A Sentence Prayer for every. day—read in.a minute--a thought 


to carry all day.” FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 17 N. Wabash, CHICAGO 


Palate BOOKS OF DAILY PRAYERS 5c 
My Daily Prayer 


Yet Another Day 


| H. Jowett 
Peet se EACH 




















When Mrs, Sherman caught up she 
took hold of Grace’s hand gently and 
said lovingly, 

“Tell mother, Grace.” 

And Grace at last got it out. 

“You know, mother, I saw. those dolls 
the very first day Mr. Murray put them 
in the window and I thought they were 
beau-ti-ful. I do think that one with the 
velvet toque is the loveliest doll I ever 
saw. And I made up my mind right off 
I’d ask you and papa to get it for me 
for a Christmas present because you 
said you were going to get me a doll. 

“But that night when I was going to 
bed I remémbered about the war and all 
our hurt soldiers over the sea and all 
the little children who wouldn’t have 
any nice times this Christmas—the poor 
Belgian children who haven’t any 
homes, and some of them not even 
fathers and mothers or people of their 
own. So I told God that very night I 
was going to ask you not to spend any 
money to buy me a doll this Christmas, 
but to keep it instead to send over the 
sea to help the sick soldiers or to give 
the little Belgian or Serbian children 
some good times. And I wrote a letter 
to Santa Claus telling him that, too. So 
—mother, I just seem to can’t help it, but 
I’ve—got to—got to, shut my eyes now 
when I pass the dolls in the window !” 

And Mrs, Sherman understood and 
looked so pleased and proud when Grace 
told her; proud, because her little girl 
was being a real Christian, remember- 
ing that Jesus said, “Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these , . . even these least 
ye did it unto me.” 

She said this verse over to Grace, and 
explained that this that she had done 
would be like giving Jesus a Christmas 
present. 

That very night~-Mrs. Sherman was 
writing a letter to her brother Georg. 
Grace’s uncle, who was away at the war. 
In the letter she told him that Grace 
had given up her Christmas doll, and 
why. 

Just three days before Christmas there 
came a lovely letter in answer from 
Uncle George, and it gave them such a 
surprise for in it he said, 

‘ “Hurrah! I’m coming home for Christ- 
mas! May not arrive before Christmas 
day; but hope if all goes well to be with 
you then. Tell my darling Grace that 











I’m bringing her a doll from Belgium 
which I hope she may like eveit better 
than the one she so bravely gave up.” 

Of course Grace was delighted when 
she heard it. For her dear Uncle George 
to come home was such a beautiful 
Christmas present in itself. But to think 
that he was going to bring a doll, too, 
all the way from Belgium! She felt as 
though she could scarcely wait for 
Christmas to come. 

“I thought they didn’t have dolls in 
Belgium any more,” teased her brother, 
“I expect it’s a Canadian doll some one 
has sent to a poor little Belgian girl, 
and it’s kind of mean to take it away 
from her and bring it back here where 
children have fathers and mothers and 
nice houses to live in and all.” 

Of course he only said it in fun to 
tease Grace a bit, for sometimes brothers 
do that. But all the same it worried 
Crace a lot, 

At last came Christmas day. Right 
after breakfast the whole family got 
into the big automobile and hurried to 
the railway station to meet Uncle 
George. Just as they reachéd it, a 
loud “toot! toot!” sounded. It was-the 
express train on which they expected 
Uncle George to be. Round the curve it 
came. And almost before the Sherman 
family could get out of the auto it had 
stopped at the station. Mr. Sherman, 
Mrs. Sherman, Grace, Gerald,—all ran 
pell-mell to the car where they expected 
Uncle George to be. What if. he 
shouldn’t be there after all! thought 
everybody. But they didn’t think it long. 
The first to come out the car door was 
Uncle George. Behind was a little girl, 
then came other passengers. My! How 
they did kiss him! And just cried, they 
were so glad to have him home again. 
Then the soldier, for of course Uncle 
George was that, put his arm right 
round his sister’s neck (Mrs. Sherman) 
and said, 

“Amy, I’m almo-t afraid to tell you. 
But I’ve taken a great liberty. I should 
have asked you and Fred about it first, 
I know; but after I found her there 
wasn’t time to write and get an answer 





| looking little girl it was, with big sad, 
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sad black eyes. He drew her gently 
forward, put her little brown hand into 
Grace’s little white one and said, 

“Grace, here’s the Belgian doll I 
promised you. I am sure you will love 
this really Belgian child better than the 
loveliest doll. Be good to her, for she 
has lost her home and all her friends.” 

And Grace kissed the new little 
Christmas sister, and said, 

“Oh, Uncle George; she’s ten—ten— 
ten thousand times better than any doll! 
And she’s nicer. than any Christmas 
present I ever had!” 

So the Shermans had the little Belgian 
girl in their home always after that. 
And after a while the sad look began 
to leave her eyes, for they gave her such 
happy times. 

Always after Christmas, too, there 
was a new part to Grace’s prayer. It 


was, : 
“Oh, God, I thank you for my lovely 
Christmas present.” 


Toronto, CAN. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








December 23. Christmas Giving. Matt. 2: 
1-12, (Christmas.) 

December 30. Planning for the Future. (Matt. 
25 : I-13. 

January 6. Christian Duty 
I. Becoming a Christian. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

January 13. Young Christians Reaching Up- 


ward. Psa. 63: 1-8. 


and Privilege. 
Acts 26: 13-15. 





Sunday, December 16 
Christ Is Our Peace. National Ideals: 
War or Peace. Which? 
(Isa. 9: 6; Eph. 2: 14-17) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Peace and plenty (1 Kings 4: 
20-25). 

Tues.—War’s judgments (Joel 2: 1-14). 

Wed.—War of revolt (Judg. 6: 1-10). 

Thurs.—The divine ideal (Luke 2: 14). 

Fri—Peace through transformation 
(Isa. 2: 1-4). 

Sat.—Earth’s hope: Justice (2 Pet. 3 : 13). 











Is war ever justifiable? Give reasons. 

Can this nation live the Golden Rule. How? 

What are the effects of war on national 
character? 


HE clear teaching of the Bible is 

that evil is not to be given perfect 
freedom to work its will. It must be 
resisted. “Resist not evil” must be in- 
terpreted in consistency with “Resist 
the devil,” “Overcome evil with good,” 
and with the declaration in both Old 
Testament and New that God has or- 
dained civil government for the punish- 
ment of the evildoer and the prevention 
of unrighteousness, and that in fulfill- 
ing its duty the civil government bears 
the sword of God’s ordinance. 


In Jesus’ words, “Resist not evil,” 
there is no warrant for a man, as Cap- 
tain Mahan says, “to surrender the 
rights of another, still less if he is the 
trustee of those rights. This applies 
with double emphasis to rulers and to 
nations; for these, in this matter, have 
no personal rights. They are guardians, 
trustees, and as such are bound to do 
their best, even to the use of force, if 
need be, for the rightful interest of their 
wards, Personally, I go farther, and 
maintain that the possession of power 
is a talent committed in trust, for which 
account will be exacted; and that, under 
some circumstances, an obligation to re- 


| press evil external to its borders rests 


back. So I’m just trusting to your kind | 


hearts and your Christianity.” 

Then he caught hold of Grace’s hand, 
and as he did- so turned and spoke to 
some one behind him. Such a strange- 


upon a nation as responsibility for the 
slums rests upon the rich quarters of a 
city. In this respect I call to witness 
Armenia, Crete, and Cuba, without, 
however, presuming to judge the con- 
sciences of the nations who witnessed 
without intervention the sufferings of 
the first two.” 


ge 
It is true that Jesus said, “Put up 
again thy sword into its place,” “They 
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“A Guide to Bible Study” 


YES, JUST THAT! 


A simple, practical help to guide you in your 
careful reading or study of that matchless Book ! 


A QUIDE to show you definitely what to read and 

what to look for as you read. 

A GUIDE to that direct, personal acquaintance with 
the Scriptures which you are seeking. 

A GU IDE so simple that it will wot detract from the 
goal sought—one that is unencumbered with an 
embarrassment of outside material, w 

A GUIDE which will aid you to become familiar 
with the facts and teachings of God’s Word and to 
its proper understanding, ause with its use it is 
absolutely necessary to “ search the Scriptures.”” 

A GUIDE which holds directly to the study of the 
Bible ztse//, and by the definite simplicity of its 
questions aids the student to form his own opinions 
and do independent thinking. 


Endorsed by recognized authorities 
‘ Send for , 


“A Guide to Bible Study” 


on inspection . 

The Continent : “‘ The plan is a carefully graded 
one, its governin thous being to bring the perl 
straight to the Bible an five him knowledge of the 
Bible as a whole, not merely of fragmental parts.”’ 


The Watchman-Examiner: ‘‘It greatly exalts 
the Bible by letting the Bible sposk: for itse]f and by 
sending the student to the Bible itself, rather than to 
books about the Bible.’’ 


The Religious Telescope: “‘The methods used 
by the author are agapted to the attainment of a clear 
and complete knowledge of the Bible.”’ } 

The Evangelical Messenger: *‘ Admirably adapted 
o Bible study. Condensed, suggestive and stimula- 
ve. 4 





A Lawyer: “I have gone carefully thropgh the 
books up to number five, which I am now occupied 
with, and find them most instructive.’’ 

A President of a Life Insurance Co.: “I find 
it a very valuable aid to the study of the Bible. 

A Business Man: Find it to be a splendid book 
and an excellent guide to Bible study.”’ 


Part V Junior 
J Course 


1. Genesis to Ruth. 

2. 1 Samuel to Nehemiah. 

3. ‘he Gospels and the Acts. 
4 

5 


oa 
“ 
“ 


. Genesis to 2 Samuel. 


. « Kings to Nehemiah (por- Advanced 


| 
tions of nine prophetical } Course 
books). ‘(S.S. “Inter- 
“* 6. Life of Christ. | mediate’’). 
“* 9. The Acts and the Epistles. } 
A oS ae ee $ .30 
OS Fa eae ee 45 
Parts 1 to 3 in one volume, cloth... . . 1.25 
Parts 4 to 7 in one volume, cloth. . .. . 1.50 


Descriptive Pamphlet on request 


INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 


on eed NEW" 
The Superintendent's Guide 
FOR 1918 


A POCKET MANUAL 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS 
Not a Lesson Commentary 








By 
Harry Edwards Bartow 


Published first in 1917, it 
became popular at once, 
Contains complete list of 
lessons for the whole year 
with their titles ; outlines of the books 
of the Bible from which the lessons are 
taken, and map for the lessons. Sea- 
sonable suggestions on how to conduct 
the school, an order of service, a month- 
ly theme, and hints for the. workers’ 
meeting. An outline for the desk lesson, a prayer, 
a list of appropriate hymns, and thoughts for the 
superintendent s quiet hour. Special features are 
pus ested for many Sundays and festivals and 

olidays. 

The fifty-two prayers have been appreciated by 
oepeeeeeents who need that kind ot help. 

und in imitation leather. 


* Price, 25 cents net, postpaid 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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TO CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
By Richard L. Swain 

Removes all mystery by reducing Christian ONLY 
Science to a study as simple as A.B.C. In 
one evening you may have the “* Founder's” cts 
complete idea at your command! Gives an 
analysis of its k a religious system, net 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 17 N. Wabash, Chicage 


Kry READY THE REAL 














SEVEN-CENT MEALS #:;5° Pe week 
meals with recipes and directions. _10 cents or 4 cents 
and two names. interested in Domestic Science. 


AM, SCHOOL HOME ECONOMICS, 502 W. 69th S/., Chicago 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating, that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


—— a 
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LESSON FOR DEC, 
Bronchial 
Troubles 


Syrups and nostrums 
may bemporosily allay 
the cough, but 
SOOTT’S EMULSION 
soothes and heals the delicate 
membranes of the throat and 
lungs and its nourishing, cura- 
tive powers drive the cough 
from the system and 
create physical strength 


to resist further attacks. 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. 17-45 
ames 








Sats, pon a effective, avoiding internal drugs. 
Cresolene relieves the paroxysms of Whooping- 
a and Spasmodic Croup at once; it nips the common cold 


it has achance of developin 
~~ shows os 2 eee cold is a dangerous cold. 
rs. Ballington : “Ne family, where there 
ere young children, should be without this lamp.” 

The air carrying the antiseptic vapor, inhaled with every 
breath, makes breathing easy and relieves the congestion, 
assuring restful nights. 

It is called a boon by Asthma sufferers. 

For the bronchial complications of Scarlet Fever and Mea- 
sles, and as an aid in the treatment of Diphtheria, Cresolene 
is valuable on account of its powerful germicidal qualities. 

It is a protection to those exposed. 

— 8 best recommendation is its 38 years of success- 


Beld by Druggists. Send for descriptive booklet. 

Try Cresolene Antiseptic Throat Tablets for the irritated 

composed of slippery elm bark, licorice, sugar and 

Cresolene. They can’t harm you. Of your druggist or from 
us, 10c. in stamps, 


The VAPO-CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 


into something worse, and 







































my LhetrueC School Class 
it is embodied in our book- 
lets, embossed in red“ ani 
green colors from plates 
made especially for the 
@ Holiday season. 
Style No. 1. Size 3x6% 
_qinches. Cover and two in- 


Cettes Ge fe Tee 


st green, design as noted in 
= engraving, holly and other 
aptoprae matter on cov- 
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ings, and other appropriate 
matter, greetings, etc., be- 
sides one page printed to 
your order. 
led with silk ribbon. 
We P 
der; Name and number of 
Nou wav it oawn ~ |Our Class, names of teach- 
. Sia, nod ak er, superintendent and pas- 
5 ate tor, besides all the names of 
A your class. Photo of 
teacher or that of building 
may be added on cover; 
send photo to copy. We 
guarantee our copies to be 
equal to the one we copy. 


PINESS AND 
O Ate YEAR. 








Prices: 
gacb. With Photo: First 10, $1.25. 
7 cents each. Printed Christmas env elopés 1 cent each. 
Ministers: We have a splendid greeting for your 
ese. Send for samples. 
Samples on request—stamp will be appreciated. 
OHIO PRINTING CO., New Philadelphia, Ohio. Box D 


DR. SELL’S Studies for Bible Classes 


No. 10 Just og wd Studies in Four Gospels. 








LS : + BS. Lite of St-Poal 
2. Studies by Books B.S.Christian Life 
4. B. S. by Doctrines 90019. Bible Studies in 

5. B. S. Life of Christ Vital Questions 


mame Send for circular of the ten text 
books. Cloth, 60 cts.; paper, 35 cts. 
P.H. Revell Co., 158 5th Av., N.Y. 17 N. Wabash, Chicago 


rint to Your Or- | 


First 10 for $1.00. Additional ones 6 cents | 
Additional ones | 


16 (Neh. 13 : 15-22) 


fine 


that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword” (Matt. 26:52); “My king- 
dom is not of this world; if my king- 
dom were of this world, . .-. then would 
my servants fight” (John 18:36). But 
he was submitting himself to death for 
the good of man and the salvation of 
the world. Where our death will se- 
cure great ends we must be willing to 
die gladly; but where our death or acts 
of injustice against us secure no good 
end, injure those who commit them, and 
involve innocent sufferers: whose inter- 
ests are held in trust, we are not justi- 
fied in taking the easy course of tame 
submission. Moreover, Jesus told his 
disciples at the end to take, as they went 
forth, the full equipment of a traveler 
in a hostile country,—wallet, purse, and 
sword. . 


But the main question is this: Is 
non-interference with wrong, or resist- 


ance thereto, the more Christian? The 
use of force and the consequence 
thereof are minor questions. The 


Christian Church in the first century 





was not called, and never as a church 
has been called, to go to war; but na- 
tions and ordered governments, whether 
then or now, are to do justice and to 
prevent wrong. Paul said this was the 


case of Rome (Rom. 13:4). It is not 
possible that God should intend a 
heathen government to prevent evil, but 


In contrast with this there are Chris- 
tians who, “recognizing the God-or- 
dained powers of the governments mak- 
ing up the present ‘world system’ in these 
‘times of the Gentiles,’ and recognizing 
also the righteousness of war as a prin- 
ciple of judgment, nevertheless believe 
that Christ in his New Testament of 
grace definitely asks his disciples, as 
members of his body, to represent only 
grace, not judgment, in this present age 
of grace between our Lord’s First and 
Second Comings.” 


We know war can exist only where the 


rule of-Christ does not prevail. It is a 
dreadful, wasteful, destructive, un- 
worthy way to settle questions, It can- 


not be justified except as the only 
method of preventing wrong. When 
men refrain from wrong there can be no 
place for it. And some day men will 
look back upon it with the same ab- 
horrence and detestation with which 
men now look back upon the principle 
of human slavery. 





ooklet assem- | 


| 





dividually do a great deal. Until as 
individuals we do our part the day of | 
world peace will never come. If we 
hate and distrust as individuals, nations 
will not love and trust. Christ must be 
our peace in order to become the world’s 
peace. 
ve 


Have we found peace in Christ? 
we always at peace in Him? 


‘Are 


Christian governments to permit it. | 


divine parpese of. government in the |, 





Ard to bring in this day we can in- 





Are we giving Christ to the whole 
world, which can never be at peace ex- 
cept in Christ? 

Trade, diplomacy, education, social- | 
ism can never be the peace of humanity. | 
It must be Christ. 


New York Ciry. 
‘xp | 


“The best yet,” says a Christian 
leader of the 1918 Booklet of the Bible 
Success Band. Send 15 cents to The 
Sunday School Times Company for it 
or 12 cents each if you order. ten. 
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With the Master -Teacher 


By.C. S. Beardslee, D.D. 


Price, 50 cents, net. 


Tre Sowpay ScHoor 


Ties Company 
1031 WALNUT STREET, 
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DR. JAMES M. GRAY'S NEW BOOK 


PROPHECY 


AND THE LORD'S RETURN. Only 75c. 

What ée the purpose of God in the present cataclysm ? | 
pece 2 Peophee 5 Aw with the world to-day? A book by 

Dr. Gray, of Moody Bible Institute, of unusual interest 
E aR resent time. 


REVELL €0., 158 Fifth Av., N.Y.; 17 N. Wabash Av., Chicage 
Red and green 


CHRISTMAS FLAG with white star. 


Beautiful for all Christmas uses. Discount to Churches 
The Christmas Flag Co., Caledonia, N. Y 
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You have probably resolved +o 
keep from your boys and girls all 
unsafe or questionable reading. 
Then what are you doing to supply 
the wholesome, sunny, educational 
kind? 

St. Nicholas brings an 
entertaining host of 
fascinating, interesting, 
desirable compantons. 


Chivalrous, manly boys, cheerful, 
lovable girls, grown folks who have 
entertaining stories or things really inter- 
esting and educational to tell, clean- 
living athletes—just the kind of people 
you want your children to know—that is 
the kind they will meet in St. Nicholas. 


That is why St. Nicholas has long 
been the favorite magazine in homes of 
taste and cultivation. We have letters 
from Piesidents and Senators, and many 
other great men of the nation telling 
what St. Nicholas has meant to them 
and their children. Some of the fore- 
most artists and writers in America 
began their careers by contributing to 
St. Nicholas League. 


St. Nicholas is widely used for read- 
ing in public and private schools and is 
one of the first magazines chosen for 
every public library. 





HO VISITS YOUR CHILDREN IN 
THEIR HOURS OF READING 


St. Nicholas does more than bring de- 
sirable companions. It has many educa- 
tional features and guides the taste for 
right things in literature and art. It 
stimulates the youthful imagination and 
suggests many things for the young 
reader todo. ‘The contests in drawing, 
composition and photography are entered 
by thousands of boys and girls, 


The price of St. Nicholas is $3 
per year—less than one cent a day. 
Do you know any other way to gain 
as much happiness and instruction 
Sor your children for so small a sum? 
Subscribe to St. Nicholas Magazine 
now and let it be a Christmas present 


for some girl or boy that will give joy 
throughout the year. 


ST NICHOLAS 


| THE CENTURY COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS OF ST. NICHOLAS 

! 353 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

| Enclosed is $3 for a year’s subscription to St. Nicholas. 


Please mail tne magazine to 
| SST Dec. 


Name 





Address 





If you want a Christmas Remembrance card bearing 
your name sent to the same address, please let us know 
| in your letter. 














W. H. GRIFFITH-THOMAS’ NEW BOOK 


“The Stronghold of Truth” 


has just been published by us. We want 
every Christian to have a copy, as it is one 
of the best works of this famous divine. 


PAPER COVER, 25 CENTS 
Send for one 


‘BIOLA BOOK ROOM 
536-558 South Hope Si., Los Angeles, Cal. 














g A New "Wear- Well" Binding 
GIST will stand a year's rough 


(Warts \Gist of the Lesson 


By R. A. pee 3 
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orld-famed 
for its. thought, concise 
expression, pertinent illustration, and 


spiritual 
H. REVELL COMPANY 
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Starbuck’s Be inner’s and 
Starbuck's No. rchestra Books 
Best Grade of easy Genie tor Sunday-school Orches- 
tras. Copies sent on ten day approval. 
E. C. Starbuck, Supv. of Music ia Schools 
Waukegan - = Illinois 
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The Sunday cag Cimes 


Philadelphia, December 1, 1917 


The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in adwance, for either.old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
’ e to separate addresses or ina 
package to = address, $1 each, per year. 
$1. 50 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 
° ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies  gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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If You Are 


Really Going 
to Master the 
Gospel of Mark 


then think what it will mean to have such “ Side- 
lights"’ as these shining on your way clear from 
January to June of 1918. 





@ Remember, the Improved Uniform Lessons com- 
mencing in January are the finest offering ever made 
by the International Lessun Committee to the Sun- 
day-schools of the world. 


@ And the first six months of the new year will 
cover every syllable of the Gospel of Mark. 


q These lessons in Mark will be fully treated by 
he Sunday School Times’ famous staff of lesson 
writers, to whom is now added Dr. C. I. Scofield 
himself, in a brief, every-week article on “The 
Prophecy in this Lesson.”’ , 


@ But in addition to all that, the Times will- give 
you the following remarkable ‘‘ Sidelights"’ on these 
essons in Mark, taking up big, vital questions more 
fully than they can "be dealt with in the regular 
lesson department. Here they are: 


How to Master the Gospel of Mark 

What Really is “ The Gospel” ? 

Wherein Was Jesus God’s Only Son? 
Conquering Demon Possession To-day 

Does God’s Forgiveness Pauperize Us ? 

If a Publican Had Been Your Neighbor 
How Should a Christian Keer the Sabbath? 
Why Jesus Used Parables 

What Does “The Kingdom” Actually Mean? 
Jesus’ Views of the Old Testament | 

Why Did Our Lord Work Miracles? 

The True Meaning of Christian Liberty 
What is Meant by “ Confessifg Christ” ? 
Jesus’ Own Teachings about Divorce 

Why Jesus Needed to Die 

How Jesus Said This Age Wov!d End 

The Meaning of the Lord’s Supper 

What Did Jesus’ Trial Stand For? 

If Jesus’ Body Had Not Been Raised—? 


HERE are friends of yours,—fellow-teachers, neighbors, 

members of your class now growa up and in Chris- 
tian service,—who are still among the “ not-yet” subscribers 
to The Sunday School Times. ‘Will you send us the names 
of these friends, so that we may send them free specimen 
copies of the paper? And will you invite them to join the 
club of which you are a member, or to start a club in a 
school where none as yet exists? Can you render them a 
year-long service in any simpler, better way? Address The 


Sundav School Times Co., 103! Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
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Home Department Questions 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


What is the prime qualification for a good 
Visitor? 
ANY qualifications—such as tact, 
common sense, agreeableness of 
manner, promptness in delivering maga- 
zines and reporting results to the super- 
intendent, interest in people, a good de- 
gree of health, freedom from too ab- 
sorbing home cares, etc., etc.—are very 
desirable ; but if one thing alone is to be 
singled out and emphasized as the sine 
qua non, the great needful, the requisite 
above all others, let it be the completest 
conceivable consecration to Christ. It 
is possible, of course, to be very de- 
voted theoretically or as a matter of 
principle, yet not be winsome’ in our 
ways or influential for good. But surely 
these are exceptions, As a rule, if we 
love comet with all our hearts we shall 
also love those for whom he died and 
be set on drawing them to him. We 
shall study and practise the best meth- 
ods of doing so. And, for his sake, we 
shall not mind the little disagreeables 
that come—the rebuffs, the cold looks, 
the short answers, the shut doors, the 
weariness, the demands on our time and 
patience. We shall count it a pleasure 
and privilege to do something hard in 
his cause. The difficulties will only 
stimulate us. Happy the Home Depart- 
ment which has a goodly number of 
Visitors of this high sort. 





What are the chief reasons’ given ‘for 
declining to join the Home Department or 
to remain in membership, and how can they 
best. be met? 

«¢] HAVE no time; I have more read- 

ing now than I can properly attend 
to; I can read the Bible for myself 
when I choose, without the magazine; 
I can’t afford to give you any money, 
and I won’t take it as a free gift, for I 
am nota pauper nor an object of charity ; 
I don’t go to your church, or to any 
church much, for that matter.” 

The real reasons are by no means al- 
ways given. So one must try to get be- 
hind the mere plausible excuses that are 
trotted out, and reach the root of the 
matter. When money is spent freely on 
the “movies” and time is wasted in a 
dozen ways, and the Bible is never 
opened, it is evident that the real rea- 
son is utter lack of interest in good 
things. Where this is clearly the case 
there is not usually a great deal that 
can be done, but one must not give up 
too easily or without an earnest effort 
to make an impression for the Lord. 

It should be fully recognized that some 
are quite justified in declining to take 
up this new and additional line of work. 
Grant it freely, and do not impeach their 
character or question their right to reg- 
ulate their own methods of Bible study. 
A gentle pressure for uniting with the 
Home Department is all that should be 
attempted. Those who are forced into 
it against their real desire or best judg- 
ment will soon drop out, and perhaps 
also ae po that they were over- 
persuaded. - 


Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


I am one of a committee of our church to 
see about inviting the men staying at the 
hotels in our city to attend our Adult Bible 
class. What would you suggest?—C. F. B. 

ECAUSE the men who are stopping 
in any hotel are interested in vari- 
ous denominations, it is very important 
that the invitations given should be in 
the inter-class spirit. Selma, Alabama, 
adopted a plan which provided for the 

















printing of a card which contained on. 


one side an invitation to attend some 
Bible class in the city, and-en the other 
side of the card the names of all the 
men’s Bible classes of the city. 
Through a Federation committee these 
cards were distributed to all of the 
hotels every Sunday. If some such plan 
could be adopted for your city, I am 
sure it would be very helpful. This in- 
vitation card might provide for the sig- 
natures of the men wherever the invi- 
tations are delivéred in person. 





We have a fine Brotherhood in our church. 
It has been organized for about three years, 
and is completely organized according to the 
International Sunday School Association 
standard. Do we need anything else to com-" 
plete our organization?—C. J. M. 

HE International Standard of or- 

ganization requires that an adult 
class shall be a part of the Sunday- 
school, of adult age, and maintain a 
class organization which requires five 
officers—teacher, president, vice-presi- 
dent, secretary, and treasurer. No one 
person is» to hold more than one office. 
Three committees are required to look 
after the three kinds of activities which 
are essential to the life of the class: a 
membership committee to look after the 
bringing up of the membership of the 
class; a social committee which is re- 
sponsible for introducing into the class 
life the true spirit of Christian brother- 
hood ; and a devotional committee, which 
directs all of the expressional activities 
of the class, 

The recent action of the Sunday 
School Council of Evangelical Denomi- 
nations and the International Sunday 
School Association has fixed the age of 
the adult class as twenty-five. years 
and up. 

If your class has met these require- 
ments, it is entitled to an International 
certificate of recognition, which may be 
secured by filling out an application 
blank and sending same, with twenty- 
five cents, to the office of your State 
Stuinday School Association. Your de- 
sire to have your class affiliated with 
the O. A. B. C. Movement is most com- 
mendable, and your State Association 
will be delighted to hear from you. 


ye 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


Here is a problem I wish you would help 
me to solve. We have had trouble in the 
training class every time the grades have 
been received. It has been our custom to 
read the marks at a meeting of the class. 


Some students have been displeased that - 


their marks were lower than others’, and 
some have been discouraged for the same 
reason. I have no doubt the grading has 
been all right. What shall I do? 
to very best thing you can do is to 
discontinue the practise of reading 
the grades to the class. Do not make 
any public announcement of grades. 
Inform each student privately of her 
mark. Do not tell one student the 
grade received by the other. Leave it 
entirely to each student as to whether 
others shall know the mark or not. 





We are anxious to provide training for 
our teaching force, but are discouraged 
with results of the efforts we have made. 
A class of ten members started one year 
ago to study one of the First Standard text- 
books. The lessons did not seem to me to 
be at all difficult, but for some reason the 
pupils seemed to find it hard to get the sub- 
jects. But four of the ten tried an exami- 
nation, and of this number two failed to 
pass. Is there an easier course we could 
use ¢hat would be recognized? 

T WOULD be unwise to use any 

teacher-training course that would be 
easier than the approved First Standard 
text-books. Any teacher or prospec- 
tive teacher who is at all competent to 
teach a Sunday-school should be able 




















LESSON FOR EC. 16 (Neh. 13 : 15-22) 





The American| 
Standard Bible 


Authorized by the American Revision Cemmitt ce 


THE FIRST BIBLE 
pes written in Hebrew 
an 

EVERY BIBLE 
that is printed in Eng- 
lish, ch or any 
other modern language 

‘is a translation. 

Since you must read a 
translation — read the 
best— The American 
Standard Bible. 


Over 200 st in ell sizes 
Komen Pd ap athe 


It is not a new Bible. Itis the sameold Bible 
our fathers and forefathers read 
a a 8.8. Times. 

it 
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tures 





rently the vesgon of the Scrip- 
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THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
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for 1918 
Over two million copies have been sold 


Ferty-Fourth Annual Volume 
Great Commentary 


1 vies for 1918 is -~ 
ready, with many new 
_ striking features made possible 
the Improved Uniform 
Lessons. 


“You will find in it a rare combi- 
nation of carefully culled facts, 
oqo, helpful comments 
and practical suggestions which 
will make the lesson a pleasure “ 
to teach and a delight and inspi- 
ration to the class. 

Price, $1.25; net delivered, $1.35 

Send for sample pages 


W. A. Wilde Company 
Rand- Building - Chicago 
120 Boylston - « Boston 

For sate at all bookstores 




















| A Jewish Rabbi 


Found the Messiah, 


the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and is now preaching 
Him to 400,000 Jews of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. He 
issues a- monthly paper 
entitled “‘The Chosen 
People.”” This paper 
tells about the persecu- 
L tions, -hard work and 

Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn glorious victories ex- 
perienced in the Williamsburg Mission to 
the Jews. Read it. Subscribe now. A 
sample copy sent you for 10 cents, Price 
50 cents a year. Address 








“The Chosen People,”’ Box 10, Station A, Brooklyn, N.Y. 








The Most Simple and Time Saving 


Head’s S. S. Secretaries’ Record 
Head’s S. S. Class Books 


Nothing more simple, giving a perfect record of entire 
school, has ever been issued. 
A returnable sample copy of both books sent for 
examination on request. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Aves Fifth Avesne, New York 17 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 


YOU CAN AFFOR 





PaMILIAR SONGS OF OF THE 
GOSPEL. No.1 or2.R 


or pty = notes. $3 per hundred; samples, 5c 
words and music. No.1 and 2 combined #5 per 
bundred, 10g acopy. E. A. K. HACKETT, Fort Wayne, ind. 





: |THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to take the work of the First Standard 
Course without undue effort. Any per- 
sons of ordinary intelligence should 
have no difficulty in understanding the 
lessons. 

In our experience failures in training 
classes have in almost every instance 
been due either to the indifference or 
incompetence of the class leader, or a 
lack of real interest and purpose on the 
part of the pupils. When the teacher 
and pupils are in earnest and do real 
~— continued interest invariably fol- 
ows 

Make a strenuous effort to bring the 
class together. Have the pastor or 
some other persons give a heart to heart 
talk on the supreme importance of the 
work of teaching God’s Word and of 
the great importance of thorough train- 
ing for such a great responsibility. Lay 
upon their conscience the duty of doing 
the work and doing it well. Secure, as 
class teacher, the best-equipped, spirit- 
ually-minded man or woman that can be 
found, and insist from the outset that 
every ‘lesson in the course shall be thor- 
oughly mastered. If the first few les- 
sons are fully grasped, and the incentive 
of official examination is held before 
the class, it will not be difficult to con- 
tinue the interest. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 








Indiana.—Is the lecture method for adult 
classes the best, and when the school is 
held just before the hour of the preaching 
service is this method likely to decrease the 
attendance at the second service?—J. A. G. 

HE lecture method is rarely the 

best method at any time. There are 
few successful lecture teachers. The 
tendency you speak of, of reducing the 
attendance at the church service because 
the scholars have already had a sermon 
from the teacher, always. exists. There 
is little difficulty; however, when the 
teacher of the class fully recognizes the 
importance of the church, and teaches 
in the question and answer style. On 
the other hand, the entire period taken 
up with the teaching of the lesson and 
the preaching of the sermon is usually 
less time than those same people would 
listen attentively to some good lecture 
or entertainment. The solution lies in 
making the work exceedingly 
and helpful as well as interesting. 





Iowa.—Kindly send me information as to 
how best to secure a “Survey” of a county 
for the purpose“of getting the Sunday-school- 
less enrolled. 
child, including babies, enrolled in some 
Sunday-school in our county, and a large 
Home and Visiting Department formed from 
those who cannot come (or prefer not to).— 
W. H. S. 

HE steps in order in undertaking a | 
survéy of a county would be about | 
as follows: 

Bring together a few of the leading 
Sunday-school and church people of the 
county, and lay the whole matter before 
them. Preliminary work will be re- 
quired in order to have it start off 
right. The leaders in the various de- 
nominations and localities should be en- 
listed beforehand, and this may involve 
an informal meeting held before the one 
referred to above. 

At this first regular meeting you will 
need to be well fortified with statistics, 
and have a good map of the county. It 
ought to show the location of all the 
churches and ‘Sunday-schools in the 
towns and villages and in the country as 
well. Procure from the International 
Association the leaflet on “House Visita- 
tion,” and have it read, or at least sec- 
tions of it, at this meeting. Then it will 
be necessary to appoint a committee to 
have charge of the visitation. 

If it is to be a complete visitation, all 
denominations should be interested. The 
field should be divided so that the 
churches of a given locality will be re- 
sponsible for the visitation in that lo- 
cality. In a town, however, it is not 
necessary that the visitors should visit 
around their own-church. If you un- 
dertake it by parishes, and allow each 
church to visit its own parish, you will 





practical | 





I have in mind getting ever; | 





not secure adequate results. The parcel- 
ing out of the field must be purely geo- 
graphical. 

Visitors should be sent two and two, 
and it is better that they should be of 
different denominations, although that 
is not necessary. 

Everybody should use the same kind 
of card. he International office will 
furnish a sample on request. The in- 
formation on these cards is absolutely 
impartial. 

The visitation should all be done at 
once, on a given afternoon, starting at 
a given hour. All of the reports should 
be brought in to the various local cen- 
ters, and from there transferred to the 
county center, wherever that may be, so 
that the information can be gathered 
and tabulated in the shortest time. 

The people should be invited, of 
course, to go to the chyrch of their 
choice, whatever it may be. The cards 
should be sorted so that all those that 
indicate a oreferénce for any particular 
church will be together, and this pack- 
age should be handed over to the pas- 
tor, or the committee, of that particular 
church, and no other pastor or commit- 
tee should see them at all. 

Quite a good many would express 
preference, for example, for the Pres- 
byterian Church without naming any 
Presbyterian Church. A list of these 
cards should be made and a copy given 
to each Presbytvrian pastor, so that all 
may have an equal chance. The same 
thing should be done with every denomi- 
nation, There will be some who will 
not express any preference at all. These 
names should be given to all the pastors 
in that locality. 

The success of a visitation of this 
kind depends entirely upon the follow- 
up that is done afterwards. Many a 
visitation fails almost entirely because 
there is no systematic effort to crystal- 
lize the results. 

On this visitation no one should be 
asked to join a given church or Sun- 
day-school, nor to join the Home De- 
partment. 
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Bo Men of the Hour 
The Cross at the Front 


By Thomas Tiplady 
A Chaplain writes from the thick of the fight in Flan 
dere of the heroism, self- sacrifice, unfailing humor and 
reverence of the men who go “over the top’’ to-day. 
Cloth, 61.00 net. 


The Stuff of Manhood 
Robert E. S 


peer 
A stipping resume of some elements of character spe- 
cially needful to American manhood in these crucial 
times. Cloth, net $1.00. 


The North American Idea 


y James A. Macdona 
The growth ad development of the spirit of liberty, 
just government and freedom of individual action, ya the 
ight of ite relation to the Great World War. Net 61.25, 


Petain, the Prepared 


S. Earle Purint 
With an Appreciation Ww General , Wood. A 
remarkable etu ”, ofthe gallant defender of Verdun, now 
generalissimo of the French Army. Net 50c. 


What Did Jesus Really Teach About War? 


By Edward Leigh Pell, D.D. 
In Dr. Pell’s opinion, what America is suffering from 
just now, is not a troubled — 60 much a6 an un- 
troubled conscience. Net 61.00 


Books to Hearten | 





F ive Young Men 
By Charles R. Brown, 
of Yale 


kselle 


Ask ANY Bo 


REVELLS’ 


Lessons from Lives of David, 
Joseph, Samson, Isaiah, and 
Christ for the Young Men of 
To-day. Net 75c. 














-Catalog free, showing hundreds of new designs. Write today, 





Just ‘find out where they | 


would be the most at home and wheré | 


their preferences are; then it is up to 
that church to get them to join the 
Home Department or some other de- 
partment. 

You will find a great blessing in this 
visitation, a- ’ a quickening of the en- 
tire church life of your county. By all 
means try it, and do it thoroughly. 


ad 


A Sunday-School Calendar 


N EXCELLENT Christmas present 
with a whole year’s utility in it is the 
Scripture Text Calendar for 1918 pre- 


| pared by the Messenger Publishing Com- 
| pany. 


It is an ideal calendar for the 
Christian home, and even for 
| trenches of the World War, for a sol- 
dier wrote, “Can you send me another 
Calendar? The other one has been 
along the entire British line.” The sale 
of this calendar for the last two years 
has run into the half million copies for 
each year, The. size is 914° by 16% 
inches, and a full page is given to each 
month. The face of Hoffman’s “Boy 
Christ” adorns the cover page, and the 
pictures on each calendar page are re- 
productions from original paintings of 
scenes in the Life of Christ by R. 
Leinwebber, and specially painted for 


this calendar by this well-known artist. | 


With each Sunday, instead of the verse 
is given the title, Scripture, and Golden 





the | 


| 
| 
| 


Text reference of the International Uni- | 


form Sunday-school Lesson, and with 
each day of:the month also is noted the 


daily reading suggested by the Sunday- | 


school Lesson Committee. This Calen- 


dar is for sale by the Christian Life | 


Literature Fund, Room _ 600, 


Perry | 


Building, Philadelphia, Pa., at 35 cents, | 


or three for $1, and six for $1.75, twelve 
for $2.65. There is a special reduction 
on larger quantities. 
ve 
“The way gifts poured in was a reve- 
lation,” writes a church that tried a 
White Gifts service at Christmas. Your 
church can get a blessing like this by 
sending to the Times for the 35-cent 
package that tells how to do it. 








MANUFACTURER TO YOU 

MADE TO YOUR ORDER 15¢ AND UP 

popular designe illustrated madé with any ont 
amount of lettering and with one or 
two colors best hard enamel, Prices: 

> Sliver plate 16@ each, $1.50 doz. 

Sterling silver 30% each, $38.00 doz, 





Ly plate 35% each, $8.60 doz. 

~ iS Also —. end makers ? _— & 4 

¢ grade Class Pins or the “@ N 
wm a820 foremost High Sohools In tae country. 


We meke the beet— 20 years’ cuperionee, 
BASTIAN BROS, CO, 391 Bastian Bidg. + Rochester, Ne Ve 
ORLO 


OLDING ORGAN 


Write A. before 3 you eas at 
Catalog Free. Mention th 


BILHORN BROS..: eemas 





2: a 


Style 








ree. 
Dept. GO. Greenville, ill, NY 











Accounts Always Audited and Correct 


REVELL’S Church Treasurer’s 


cise— Systematic— Tim 
Record “wineretivaets Kerr 


THREE SIZES. $1.50—$2.00— $3.00 


Special Offer A returnable copy of this Record will 


be sent, postpaid, for examination to 
any treasurer. Give number of church members 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenne, New York 17 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 


HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC. CITY 


ALWAYS OPEN—RIGHT ON THE 
BEACH AND THE BOARDWALK 











A PPEALS particularly to cul- 
tivated people who seek 
rest and recreation at the Sea 
Shore. From everywhere such 
guests have come regularly for 
40 years—it is so satisfying, free 
from ostentation, comfortable, 
sufficient. Every facility is of- 
fered young and old for enjoy- 
ment. 

Fascinating shops and a thousand 
amusements along the Boardwalk. 
Privileges of fine golf and yacht 
clubs. Rooms comfortable and 
attractive — delightful music, inter- 
esting people. 





Make reservations — write 
for illustrated folder 





EEDS & LIPPINCOTT 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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MARGARET E. SANGSTER 


The Singer in the Sunshine 


HIS stanza, from one of her own poems, is the 

keynote to Margaret Sepgerer 9 Piicconhy of 
life. She is the interpreter of the pure Joy of Liv- 
ing, and there is the fragrance of woodlands and 
gardens, the hint of birdsongs and sunbeams and 
wholesome pleasures in all she writes. 

Margaret Sangster has made friends of the en- 
tire Christian Herald Family Circle. She is the 
counsellor of young folks without number, and of 
a good many who are still youthful in heart, al- 
though the years may creep on apace ; for she has 
the spirit of kindliness and sympathy in large 
measure in all she says and writes and thinks, 
Her page on 


FROM ONE WOMAN 
TO ANOTHER 


which appears regularly in the 


CHRISTIAN HERALD 


is an open forum for the sex, in which they discuss 


HE Christian Herald is doing something more 
than merely placing interesting reading mat- 


Dean of the Moody Bible Institute. 
HOWARD CHASE. A New Novel by Rev. Charles 





ARYERTURES IN NEIGHBORING. By Vera L. Con- 
ily 





‘Cains in the ae Prayer Succestions: What need 
im songs are all unsung; there is that we should preserve’ our 
bal arp ack opel habits of daily prayer and communion. 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





December 10 to 16. 
Mon.—Neh. 13: 15-22. Nehemiah Enforces 

the Law of the Sabbath. 
Nehemiah brought a strong hand to 
bear upon the Tyrian traders who cared 
nothing for Israel’s Sabbath, and the 
vigorous remedies applied by Nehemiah 
might with some modifications be salu- 
tary in some cities to-day. It is better 
if love constrain observance of the rest 

day rather than law enforce it. 


Pray for help to be given in the ar- 

ranging and planning of life, that more 

time may be found for the cultivation 

of the inner life, Let us intercede one 

for another. 

Tues.—Exod. 20: 8-11; Deut. 5: 12-15. The 
Sabbath Law. 

Here is a beneficent provision which 
the Lord has made, giving to man a day 
of rest on which he should lay aside 
the tools of his toil and enter into the 
“upper reaches of his life’s possibilities.” 
This law requires that man shall work 
if he is to enjoy his Sabbath. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray fer those 
who are young in the faith of Christ; 
for their growth in grace and deliver- 
ance from former habits which might 
hinder. spiritual development; for all 


served pure in their morals and upright 


are feeling that the Church is nearing 
some great crisis. Shall we not pray for 
the spirit of watchfulness? The coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh; he is even at 
the doors. Let us pray. constantly, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” 
Sun.—Matt. 12: 1-13. Lord of the Sabbath. 


Our Lord distinctly recognizes the 
obligation of the sabbath, but he claims 
power over it and suggests that human 
necessity may modify the manner of its 
observance, Works of piety and mercy 


(Lesson for Dec. 16) DECEMBER I, 1917 





do not profane the Sabbath. The Lord 
of the Sabbath can well interpret his 
own law. ; 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
work of the Sunday-school; for your 
minister and your own church. Pray for 
the preservation of the Lord’s day, and 
for the right spirit to appreciate the true 
meaning of the day; for those whose . 
callings prevent their enjoying the quiet, 
calm, and rest of its hallowed hours. 

New York Crry. 








fascinate and inspire him. 


AMERICAN 


“Put “The American Boy” 
behind your boy this Christmas! 


See what delight a year’s subscription will give him. Follow his close 
attention to each number during the year and see how its fine manly stories 





The American Boy enters your home as a powerful influence for tive Its stories 
are clean and whOlesome and stir a boy to think. They show ae ene = 
courage, heroism. They encourage the boy to “‘d 


skill, moral 
o.” Your boy is at the age he needs aid 


ith lute freedom intimate home and personal haltin n * aac n qwaverin most, diverting him from temptations and harm, and heading his thoughts into channels that 
probleme, whether they deal with conduc ° friend- > ‘ 9g J 2 A ——e b d ted = b 9 will fit him for the years ahead. You can make no finer investment for him. 
ship, amusements, or the things that belong to the nes WhO are aimos persuade 0 ve- During 1918 it will be better—more in- i 
deeper philosophy of life. ° come Christians; for the unsaved of teresting, more helpful than ever. It will 
ment will beoncoftieloremostin varied humanin. | | OF immediate circles. ublish as serials seven of the best new 











youngster’s Christmas morning 
gifts. If you haven't a boy of your 


Herewith find $1. 
year, beginning with 


st.S 8 ojects in vi ich will sur- stories before they are nted in 
eye pa Pepe mpeg tay am ney Terai, | | Wed-—Jer. 17: 19-27. Sabbath Observance. ook form. Besides, other ae will ; 
A few of these t>pits we are privileged to mention : The Lord mest manifestly set a bless- be run, and many short stories; also sp- 
“From One Woman to Another” will be || ing on the observance of the Sabbath, “*the biggest, brightest, best magazine =e a eae 
og ert Whe Have Made ms and the keeping of it: was a distinct for boys in all the world’’ thrilling historical sketches, Boag | 

pone tee Ay ee Good mark of obedience on the part of the boys who used ‘e garden- 
“Women and the Ware" Jewish people. ‘The non-observance of || ing, oultry ralsing, birds, mechanies, electricity, aviation, autemobiling. use of Blarale sad : 
“The Slums of the City.”” And many short [| it contributed to their being carried into page for. boys; “For 7s photographic contest American. Boy contest, ra 

stories. captivity. It is well to pause in our and a wealth of other features that make The American Boy the chum of 500,000 boys each month. : 
WHY 300,000 FAMILIES work in order to render worship. Fill in the coupon and send it 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for our along at once so we can put a copy THE SPRAGUE PUBLIS COMPANY 

LOVE CHRISTIAN HERALD soldier boys; that they may be pre- of The Ameriean Boy: cmene Cat 116 American Building troit, Mich. 


cember, 1917, Christmas to 


for which send The American Boy for one 
Issue 














and delight, with gladness and not 





Sikhs, Parsees, and Nestorians. Take 














ter in the homes of its readers. Itis giving them || i” conduct among those whom they peep A pealipaamme boy that 
a part in great enterprises. | It is giving them 1! meet on foreign soil; that the Christian , Name 
spiritual and material helpfulness. It is the one , e . 
magazine that represents in the most vital way all young fellows may keep their testimony $1 50 a ear 
of the interests of Preseotans ( ariasomy and of for Christ clear, and that they may be e y Street. 
e on-mare “ ch of Christ. W . o. ¥ 
hf Rees tang owe pi ag lis readers ineucg || @ blessing to their comrades. 1S¢ a copy on news-stands pete State 
of absorbing interest. Thurs.—Isa. 56: 1-8. Sabbath Blessings. ee 
OTHER OUTSTANDING FEATURES || A heartless and formal observance of || The Sprague Publishing  { rosors none 
| THE MILLENNIUM WHAT, WHEN AND WuERE |] Pie Solecounition oF its true meaning ome same > ants ahs en 
ries rticles on Prop! y America’s C i i it, Mi you want a istmas Gi sen 
' Greatest Expositor, Prof. James M. Gray, D.D., will make the day abound with light 116 American Building, Detroit, Mich. to the boy put a cross (X) in this square [] 











: .D.D., , gloom, and ‘from its quiet calm man | 

7 py = Decesiber Ith ig enipencaibig may return to his ne refreshed. N T t t for Trench 60 (De Luxe 

Vr RS re Pe EEE... By Bay- Prayer Succestions: Pray for all | ew es amen and Camp Cc Edition) 

) THE GREATER UNITED STATES. By Frank G. Mohammedan lands; . for the great | Bound in genuine tan Suede leather, flexible covers, round corners, red under’gold edges. Fly 
4 Carpenter. Sudan with its vast millions of peoples | leaves contain the words of Star Spangled Banner, Onward Christian Soldiers, America, and 
x DRAWINGS AND. POEMS. By Robert Rises and |] exposed to all the perils of Islam; | Battle Hymn of the Republic, A (hrictmas Suggestion {12°C nt "en ‘a Sricnd oF rela: 
argaret_E. Sangster. ; for the fifty-s-ven millions of Moham- | together with identification blank, 44 ' : 44 : tive — “ve Colors, - ton Mn 
bea > may A Serial Novel by Grace Livingston medans in India; for the Hindus, | rage hn dued ngs copies of this beautiful book for distribution among the soldier boys who have 


We guarantee de- now ready for FREE distrit ution 
livery to any Camp or Cantonment. Our New Fall Catalog to Sunday School Times readers 











32 Oily. hold of the Lord for these needy souls. | whowwant Holiday Book Bargains, It describes single volumes and sets of worth while books 
™ ‘i yee aap STUDY Fri—Isa. S&: 1-14. Spirit of Sabbath Ob- | at Discounts of 20% to 75%. 
Comal ya In . | " 
. 2p S, | MEDITATIONS guished pastor servance. S. S. SCRANTON CO., 82 Trumbull St., Hartford, Coan 
tt § S AY SCHOOL LESSON by Dr. Allison. Alas, it is too true that there may be | ——— 
z 2 oat G PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES a vigorous and rigid observance. of the of Xmas Gifts andS.S 
= to] ss TIFUL COVERS. Many in colors. letter of the Sabbath law and the inner 1918 Catalo Helps. 96 pages illys- 
Poe SY amo meaning of it entirely lost. “To do trated. Write for it now. 
2b . ood on the sabbath day” involving la- Christmas Leaflets. No. 100. 20 for 28 cts. 
s 3 S TUAL WORK IN THE CAMPS = is no violation of the spirit of this Raveleaes ie maneeh, & che. aa. Cover designs mas ar Ss 
Vm oO sacred day. Direct from the manufacturer 


pass EXPENSIVE XMAS GIFT| 


INTRODUCTORY 
13 WEEKS ¥ 
SUBSCRIPTION 


Subscription, 1 year (S2*issues), $2.00 
Sample Copy sent.on request 











BH ae as a a = = ae ae ae 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, 1621 Bible House, New Ye. tS \\ Y. 
Gentlemen : For the enclosed 25 cts. send the 
Christian.Herald for 13 weeks as per your alf 
Price Introductory Offer to new subscribers. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
Sunday’s Gospel campaign; for all his 
workers, and ihe associates and mem- 
| bers of his party; that efforts of the 
enemy to gain any advantage over 
God’s forces may be frustrated; that the 
work of grace may be made permanent 
in the hearts of all who profess Christ 
in the great tabernacle. 

Sat.—Luke 13: 10-17. Cure on a Sabbath. 

To pretend zeal for the Sabbath and | 
at the same time to be moved to anger 
at our Lord’s miracle of healing on 


are all richYy colored and heavi y embossed. Tied 
with silk cord. Average size, 344x2% in. 
Postcard. No. 350. 20 for 30 cts.; $1.25 
per 100. Attractive and unusual designs of Holly 
in red and green with touch of gilt. z 
Calendar. No. 857. 25 cts. each. Colonial 
scene in beautiful coloring, mounted on a 
white stock (lettered “‘ Welcome, 1918"), &% inc 
red border. ‘Twelve monthly leaves. Heavy silk 
cord and tassel. 9%{x6¥Y, in. 
Little Folks’ Candy Box. Christmas scenes, 
an in holly tints, red and green. ‘‘ Christmas 
zreetings ”’ on face of box. Half-pound size only. 
$1.00 per roo. Delivery, 35 cts. per roo additional. 
manic Drawing Books. _25 cts. each, post- 
aid. Four titles $1.00, postpaid. Each in card- 
oard box. Pencil enclosed. Illuminated board 
covers, substantially bound. Each book contains 
tweniy-five magic picture pages. 
Books of the Bible Charts. 40x6o inches. 
Colored chart, $2.50 prepaid. Black and white 
chart, $2.00 prepaid. 





At a Saving of 50 to 100% 


20 Beautiful Christmas Cards, designed by artists cele- 
brated for their exquisite taste, engraved and emboss 
in colors; and enclosed in individual envelopes for 
$x.00. ‘These cards if bought in a retail store would 
cost =p to 15 cents each. 

Enclose $1.00 bill in envelope and mail to-day. Cards 
will be sent prepaid, securely packed. Money returned 
if not satisfied. 

Dealers :—Ask aboxt our Counter Display Assort- 
ment. Canvassing Agents wanted. Big proft. 
Special Offer. 


WILLIAM G. JOHNSTON CO., Mfrs. 
1132 Ridge Ave., N. S. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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. this day was. surely a piece of cold- | ff} Petoubet’s Select Notes for 1918. $1.35, 
on LORE LE CRT Pee  e e ee hearted religious formalism. Relief of —, ‘ ey on the International By A. nara 
. re Sun > ss . ded 
: ilies sorrow is never out of season. Sabbath torn ll: re al arey an BOO Sam teteln Ghat seen. Saas 





vice by an efficiency expert, thorough, 
practical, constructive. 
N.Y: 


ifth Av 17 N. Wabash Av 


zeal is not always zeal for God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 





MacCalla & Co., Inc., Pepscr st 


Net $1.25 
F. H. REVELL CO. 














Devout souls 














